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From  the  Editor 


“Be  prepared  to  give  reasons  for  the  hope  within  you....” 

Seeing  the  bright  young  faces  on  the  cover  of  our  magazine,  and  having 
worked  on  service  projects  with  Quaker  youth  for  nine  years,  I can’t  help 
feeling  a sense  of  hope,  a sense  that  the  future  is  in  good  hands.  It  was  gratify- 
ing to  see  young  Friends  as  well  as  older  Friends  working  together  on  various  service 
projects  during  Yearly  Meeting.  I feel  confident  that  the  current  generation  is  doing  its 
part  to  bring  about  the  Blessed  Community  we  all  yearn  for. 

In  her  Spirit-led  message,  Peggy  Parsons,  a Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  pastor, 
gives  us  another  compelling  reason  for  hope:  her  faith  in  a loving  God,  a God  willing 
to  trust  us  and  give  us  another  chance  even  after  we  have  blown  it  repeatedly.  She 
reminds  us  that  the  apostle  Peter  lost  faith  in  Jesus,  and  therefore  in  God’s  redemptive 
power,  but  was  able  to  rediscover  hope  when  he  encountered  the  Living  Christ.  This 
hope  sustained  him  even  during  times  of  persecution  and  imprisonment. 

Peggy’s  message  made  a big  impression  on  Young  Adult  (aka  Transitory)  Friends, 
who  gave  her  a standing  ovation  (silent,  of  course).  Meghann  Willard,  a Transitory 
Friend  from  Tacoma,  WA,  wrote:  “Peggy’s  speech  at  NPYM  was  so  uplifting,  the 
theme  of  ‘The  Hope  Within’  just  really  hit  home  for  me  and  it  made  me  look  at  the 
hope  I had,  and  have,  and  made  me  search  my  life  and  my  beliefs  for  some  of  the  hope 
I thought  I had  lost.  Along  with  our  queries  in  worship-sharing  groups  I really  found  a 
lot  of  enlightening  direction  from  Peggy’s  presence  at  annual  session.” 

We  live  in  times  when  it  is  easy  to  lose  hope.  Storm  clouds  of  war  are  looming 
once  again,  and  even  conservative  Republicans  like  Brent  Snowcroft  are  warning  of 
“Armageddon”  in  the  Middle  East  if  we  are  foolish  enough  to  launch  a “preemptive” 
war  against  Iraq.  Yet  I have  reason  for  hope  when  I read  or  hear  about  those  who  speak 
out  against  war  and  rumors  of  war. 

I am  especially  hopeful  about  the  work  of  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  (FCNL).  I know  that  this  faithful  body  of  Friends  has  helped  us  and  our 
nation  to  weather  McCarthyism,  the  Cold  War,  Vietnam,  and  other  crises,  and  has  been 
a voice  of  compassion,  reason,  and  justice  in  an  often  hostile  world.  The  enthusiastic 
response  of  Friends  to  FCNL  during  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  very  heartening. 

I feel  hopeful  when  I read  about  Friends  reaching  out  to  those  in  need,  and 
drawing  strength  from  the  faithfulness  of  our  Latin  American  brothers  and  sisters,  from 
Mexico  to  Bolivia. 

Our  Quaker  hope  is  summed  up  beautifully  in  the  phrase  “Si  a la  Vida”  (“Yes  to 
Life”),  a project  to  help  street  kids  in  Guatamala.  “ Desperados ” (“hopeless  ones”)  is 
how  Sam  (Nandi)  Janis  described  the  desperate  glue-sniffing  kids  he  encountered  on 
the  streets  of  Managua.  Yet  he  found  that  these  seemingly  hopeless  cases  could  change 
with  the  right  kind  of  adult  support:  “The  fact  that  these  kids  have  actually  gone  from 
being  desperados , barely  surviving  in  the  streets,  to  being  members  of  a supportive 
family/community  is  profound.” 

The  hope  that  sustains  us  during  times  of  crisis  is  truly  a gift  of  the  Spirit.  We  have 
reason  to  hope  when  we  expect,  and  experience,  the  Divine  Presence  in  our  lives.  May 
our  Religious  Society  and  our  magazine  continue  to  embrace  and  embody  that  expect- 
ant, hopeful  spirit  that  is  within  and  among  us. 
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To  Friends  Everywhere: 


Friends  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
gathered  July  25-28,  2002  on  the  campus 
of  Oregon  State  University  in  Corvallis,  in 
the  Willamette  River  Valley.  We  centered 
our  deliberations  on  the  text  “ Be  prepared 
always,  to  give  a reason  for  the  hope  that 
is  in  you.  ” 1 Peter  3:15 

We  met  hungering  for  hope  in  the 
face  of  the  violence  of  the  War 
on  Terrorism.  Epistles  from  near 
and  far  encouraged  us.  We  felt  held,  loved 
and  guided  by  examples  of  Friends  in  every 
part  of  the  world  who  teach  understanding 
and  peace. 

Our  Friend  In  Residence,  Peggy 
Senger  Parsons  of  Northwest  Yearly 
Meeting,  made  herself  generously  available 
to  Central  Friends,  Junior  Friends,  and  adult 
Friends,  speaking  with  great  personal 
candor  in  small  groups  and  at  meals.  In 
plenary  session  she  spoke  to  us  of  the 
Apostle  Peter  as  a human,  fallible  man  who 
profoundly  loved  Jesus.  That  love  produced 
the  hope  and  faith  which  gave  him  the 
ability  to  do  whatever  Jesus  asked  of  him — 
even  to  walk  on  water. 

We  still  need  all  the  strength  which 
comes  from  relying  on  the  Spirit.  We 
learned  that  in  recent  months  various  of  our 
members  have  visited  Palestine,  Colombia, 
and  Mexico  with  peacemaking  teams  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Friends 
Peace  Teams,  and  Witness  for  Peace, 
respectively.  We  felt  especially  moved  by 
Friend  Tobin  Marsh’s  account  of  the 
exploratory  group,  of  which  he  was  a part, 
sent  to  Colombia  by  Friends  Peace  Teams. 
Despite  shocking  levels  of  violence  which 
continue  to  increase,  he  found  hope:  hope 
from  bridge-building  between  Catholics 
and  Evangelicals,  hope  from  tremendously 
inspiring  religious  leadership,  hope  from 
displays  of  courage  and  faithfulness.  He 
also  found  a need  for  Friends  “to  enter  the 
story  of  peacemaking”  there,  emphasizing 
that  we  must  work  with  prayer  and 
discernment  at  every  step  of  the  way, 
trusting  that  God  is  with  us. 

Representatives  of  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation  reviewed  their 
efforts,  so  vital  in  these  times,  and  the 
current  drive  to  raise  funds  for  renovation 
of  their  historic  building  on  Capitol  Hill. 


Left  to  right:  Hannah,  Jane,  Sophia  and  Joe  Snyder 


Individual  Friends  voiced  excitement  about 
supporting  this. 

On  being  told  of  our  government’s  plan 
to  invade  Iraq,  we  approved  the  following 
minute:  “The  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers)  opposes  the  current  bombing  and 
planned  invasion  of  Iraq  by  the  United 
States  of  America.  We  urge  our  government 
to  work  with  the  international  community 
to  seek  diplomatic  solutions  to  conflicts 
with  Iraq.” 

Different  ages  of  Friends  grew  closer 
together  as  adults  and  youth  shared  worship 
groups  and  volunteer  work  in  the  local 
community.  Our  generations  grieved 
together  for  adult  friends  who  had  died  and 
for  a young  friend  who  died  by  suicide.  We 
also  celebrated  together  at  Family  Night 
with  songs,  skits  and  jokes. 

Family  Night  closed  with  a rousing 
dance  played  on  the  harmonica  as  Friends 
wound  around  the  auditorium. 

This  annual  session  saw  us 
strengthening  our  ties  with  other 
communities  of  Friends.  While  we  are  an 
independent  yearly  meeting,  we  drew  on 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Evangelical 
Friends  International  for  our  Friend  In 
Residence.  We  also  heard  about  a 
Gathering  of  Friends  General  Conference 
which  is  being  considered  for  this  region 
four  years  from  now,  which  some  of  our 
members  are  helping  to  plan. 

We  love  to  come  together:  to  worship, 
to  work,  to  talk,  to  sing,  to  play.  These  days 
together  remind  us  that  even  in  perilous 
times,  we  are  given  joy. 

Yours  in  Peace, 

Jane  Snyder,  Presiding  Clerk 
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“Be  prepared  to  give  reasons  for 
the  hope  that  is  within  you....” 


through  the  voice  of 
Peggy  Senger  Parsons* 
at  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s 
annual  gathering  in  Corvallis,  OR 
July  26,  2002 

Today  we  have  listened  to  the  reading 
of  epistles  from  all  over  this  Earth.  In 
listening  to  these  Friends’  voices  I have 
been  struck  by  this  thought:  If  ever  there 
was  a time  to  seek  hope,  now  is  the  time. 
If  ever  there  was  a time  to  renew  the  hope 
that  is  within  us,  now  is  the  time.  If  ever 
there  was  a time  to  celebrate  that  hope 
which  is  within  us,  now  is  the  time. 

The  Apostle  Peter  speaks  to  us  from 
almost  two  millennia  past  and  gives  us  this 
advice:  “Be  prepared  at  all  times  to  give  a 
good  explanation  of  the  hope  that  is  inside 
you”  (1  Peter  3:15). 

It  seems  remarkable  to  me  that  of  all 
the  Apostles,  it  is  Simon  Peter  giving  this 
advice  to  us.  I want  to  recall  with  you  Pe- 
ter, and  his  hope,  because  his  hope  is  so 
close  to  my  own  hope. 

This  advice  comes  from  Simon  the  son 
of  Jonah,  a fisherman  of  Galilee.  How 
would  you  like  to  be  in  the  fish  business 
with  the  family  name  of  Jonah?  But  ironi- 
cally, the  name  fit,  because  like  Jonah  of 
old,  Simon  was  an  impulsive  guy.  His  at- 
tachment to  Christ  starts  with  an  impulse. 
He  and  his  fellows  are  fishing  all  night, 
catching  nothing,  when  this  carpenter 
turned  rabbi  tells  them  to  throw  their  nets 
to  the  other  side,  and  when  they  do,  the 
catch  is  so  large  that  it  almost  swamps  them. 
And  Simon,  leaving  the  catch  of  a lifetime, 
drops  his  nets  and  follows  this  man. 

* Because  Peggy  Parsons  considers  her- 
self not  the  author  of  this  message  but 
rather  the  instrument  through  which  it 
was  conveyed  by  the  Spirit,  she  prefers 
to  use  the  expression  “through  the  voice 
of’  rather  than  “by.”  See  her  accompa- 
nying article  “Catching  a Message.” 


This  is  the  same  Simon  who  the  mas- 
ter re-names  Peter,  which  means  Rock — a 
big  stable  rock  like  Gibraltar,  not  a skip- 
ping stone.  When  Jesus  said,  “I  call  you 
stability — and  on  this  steadiness  I will  build 
my  church,”  all  must  have  laughed  at  the 
joke  since  Peter  was  anything  but  a stable 
guy. 

Yet  this  is  the  same  Peter  who  walked 
on  water.  Jesus  sent  the  disciples  on  ahead 
of  him  across  the  lake  one  day  so  that  he 
could  get  a little  peace  and  quiet.  But  while 
they  were  out  far  from  shore  they  were 
caught  in  a storm  and  in  mortal  peril.  The 
Scripture  says  that  their  master  walked  out 
to  them  upon  the  water.  Seeing  him,  they 
all  screamed  in  fright  at  what  they  assumed 
was  a ghost,  all  except  for  Peter  who  saw 
his  master  in  the  middle  of  the  impossible 
and  said,  “If  you  command  me  to  come — I 
will  walk  out  to  join  you.”  The  answer  was 
“Come!”  and  out  of  the  boat  he  leapt,  and 
walked,  until  he  took  his  eyes  off  the  Source 
of  his  strength  and  noticed  the  fury  of  the 
wind  and  he  sank. . . like  a rock. 

Jesus  comments  on  his  “little  faith”  and 
we  often  take  this  as  a scold,  but  I always 
want  to  jump  and  defend  Peter.  After  all, 
he  had  a lot  more  faith  than  all  those  guys 
screaming  in  the  boat!  Maybe  Jesus’  com- 
ment was  more  of  a compassionate  obser- 
vation: “Look  at  the  little  faith  you  have 
and  how  far  it  got  you — imagine  what  a full 
faith  could  do?” 

“Hope  Within  You  ” continued  on  p.  5 


Catching 

a 

Message 


by  Peggy  Senger  Parsons 

I am  a minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I am  also  a Quaker  preacher. 
The  former  defines  my  being  and  pur- 
pose, and  is  usually  understood,  in  some 
form,  by  those  I meet  in  the  ministry.  The 
later  defines  my  process,  and  is  often  mis- 
understood, even  by  Quakers  of  every 
branch.  I will  attempt  to  clarify  my  under- 
standing of  my  own  process. 

I preach  on  a regular  basis.  I bring  a 
message.  But  I diligently  try  never  to 
present  a sermon.  A sermon  is  a prepared 
speech,  often  exhortative,  on  a topic  cho- 
sen by  a minister,  which  the  minister  per- 
ceives that  the  community  of  believers 
need  to  hear.  To  my  thinking,  there  is  noth- 
ing wrong  with  preparing  and  delivering  a 
sermon,  as  long  as  you  are  honest  about 
what  you  are  doing.  The  art  and  craft  of 
fine  oration  seems  to  be  dying  in  our  cul- 
ture, and  I,  for  one,  miss  it.  I like  listening 
to  good  sermons.  But  I am  not  called  to 
write  and  present  sermons.  I am  called  to 
be  a message  bearer.  This  presumes  a mes- 
sage sender  and  intended  recipients.  I be- 
lieve that  the  messages  I receive  come  from 
Christ  through  the  Holy  Spirit.  I call  the 

“Catching  a Message  ” continued  on  p.  6 
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“ Hope  Within  You,  ” cont.  from  p.  4 

Peter  was  one  of  the  favored  three  who 
went  almost  everywhere  with  Jesus.  When 
Jesus  had  a divine  appointment  on  the  top 
of  a mountain,  and  the  heavens  open  and 
he  converses  with  Elijah  and  Moses,  Peter 
is  there.  Being  himself.  At  first  sleeping 
through  the  important  parts  of  this  mystical 
opening.  And  then  upon  awakening,  he  is 
so  excited  by  the  moment  that  he  cannot 
bear  to  let  it  pass,  and  suggests  that  they  try 
and  build  houses  for  the  heavenly  prophets 
so  that  they  can  stay  awhile.  This  response 
came  across  as  so  ludicrous  that  even  the 
Gospel  writer  apologizes  by  saying,  “Peter 
did  not  know  what  he  was  saying.”  But 
that’s  Peter,  sleeping  through  glory  one 
minute  and  trying  to  capture  it  the  next. 

Peter,  the  speaker  of  nonsense,  can,  in 
another  breath,  be  a prophet  of  truth  and 
clarity.  “Who  do  they  say  I am?”  asks  Jesus, 
and  they  speak  to  him  of  the  many  conflict- 
ing and  confusing  ways  he  was  seen.  “Who 
do  you  say  I am?”  He  asks  again,  and  it  is 
Peter  who  says,  “You  are  the  Christ,  the  son 
of  the  Living  God!”  That’s  Peter,  certain 
of  his  knowledge. 

This  is  the  same  Peter  the  zealot,  who, 
in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  draws  his 
sword  to  defend  the  one  who  he  believes  is 
the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God.  The 
one  who,  when  his  master  predicts  fickle- 
ness on  his  part,  declares  that  he  will  die 
first.  Peter  is  all  fire  and  certainty,  except 
when  he  is  plagued  by  fear  and  foolishness. 

For  this  is  the  same  Peter  who  only 
hours  later,  not  only  does  not  fight  for  his 
master,  but  denies  any  knowledge  of  him  at 
all.  Perhaps  such  a turn  should  not  surprise 
us,  coming  from  this  man,  but  it  does.  His 
words  ring  out  painfully  from  the  text:  “I 
do  not  know  that  man!”  We  cringe. 

Peter’s  response  is  often  interpreted  as 
cowardice  and  fear  for  his  life.  But  I think 
something  else  is  going  on,  because  for  all 
his  fickleness,  Peter  had  not  shown  signs 
of  being  a coward.  No,  I think  something 
else  entirely  is  going  on  here.  I think  what 
we  are  seeing  is  anger.  When  Jesus  tells 
Peter  to  put  away  his  sword  and  he  meekly 
offers  himself  up  to  his  accusers,  I think 
Peter’s  core  of  knowledge  is  shaken  to  its 
foundations.  The  fight  he  had  been  expect- 
ing was  not  happening.  He  was  ready  for 
glorious  battle,  but  not  for  surrender.  Most 
of  the  other  disciples  ran  for  safety,  and  are 
not  seen  for  days.  Peter  follows  along  and 
stays  as  close  as  he  can  in  the  courtyards  of 


the  Sanhedrin  and  Pontius  Pilate.  And  when 
someone  identifies  him,  and  says  “You  be- 
long to  him,”  Peter  looks  at  the  master  of 
words,  the  rabbi  never  beaten  in  debate, 
who  now  stands  silent  and  mocked  by  illit- 
erate fools  when  the  powerful  men  with- 
draw and  leave  him  to  the  cruelty  of  the 
guards,  and  he  says,  “I  do  not  know  that 
man” — that  silent  man.  And  he  looks  at 
the  man  who  healed  the  sick  and  told  the 
wind  and  waves  to  behave — now  helpless, 
beaten,  and  seemingly  powerless — and  he 
earnestly  says  again  “I  do  not  know  that 
man” — that  helpless  man.  And  he  looks  at 
his  beloved  Master,  who  he  believes  is  the 
Christ,  the  Messiah,  the  foretold  ruler  of 
all,  and  he  looks  at  him  losing,  refusing  to 
fight,  refusing  to  rule,  or  even  to  claim  his 
kingdom,  and  he  says  a third  time,  com- 
pletely truthfully,  “7  do  not  know  that 
man!" — that  loser!  And  then  the  cock 
crows,  and  the  prophesy  is  fulfilled  and 
Peter  despairs,  his  hope  dies,  because  his 
hope  is  based  in  his  knowledge,  and  every- 
thing that  he  thinks  he  has  known  has  fallen 
at  his  feet. 

In  the  days  that  follow,  death  is  fol- 
lowed by  silence,  and  then  silence  by  ru- 
mor and  confusion,  talk  of  resurrection — 
but  resurrection  to  what?  Jesus  is  seen,  but 
then  he  disappears.  He  is  the  same,  but 
somehow  very,  very  different.  Peter  is  ex- 
cited, but  sits  with  the  echoes  of  his  anger 
and  betrayal,  which  Christ  seems  not  to  ad- 
dress. 

Then  one  morning,  Peter  goes  back  to 
the  only  thing  he  has  ever  really  known — 
fishing.  Just  to  emphasize  that  he  has  gone 
back  to  the  very  beginning,  we  find  him 
again  fishing  with  the  others,  all  night,  and 
catching  nothing.  And  again  Jesus  shows 
up.  And  he  can’t  resist  teasing  them  a bit, 
“Boys,  have  you  caught  nothing?”  he  says. 
“Try  the  other  side  of  the  boat!” 

At  once  Peter  is  again  jumping  out  of 
boats — splashing  this  time  for  the  shore — 
where  his  master,  with  fish  already  cook- 
ing, feeds  him  breakfast.  And  they  have  the 
most  amazing  chat. 

“Peter,  my  solid  rock,  do  you  love 
me?” 

“Lord,  you  know  that  I love  you.” 

“Then  feed  my  little  lambs.” 

Once  again  Jesus  asks,  “Peter,  son  of 
Jonah  the  reluctant  prophet,  do  you  love 
me?” 

Our  boy  says  emphatically,  as  always, 
“You  know  that  I love  you.” 


Then  Jesus  says,  “Take  care  of  my 
flock.” 

Finally,  he  asks  him  for  the  third  time 
“Peter,  my  friend,  do  you  really  love  me?” 

The  Rock  is  shaken  again,  for  he  hears 
in  the  three  questions  the  echo  of  his  three 
denials,  and  he  knows  that  there  is  no  proof 
of  his  love  that  he  can  offer.  Yet,  being  the 
speaker  of  truth  that  he  is,  he  takes  the  only 
tenable  ground  and  says,  “You  know  all 
things.  You  know  that  I love  you.”  And 
Jesus  says,  “Feed  my  sheep.” 

And  he  does  feed  the  sheep  for  thirty 
years  or  more.  At  times  he  does  it  brilliantly 
and  at  times  he  screws  up  like  he  always 
did.  But  his  love  for  his  Master  is  his  con- 
stant, and  it  remains  stable.  It  builds  a 
church  and  it  lands  him  eventually  in  a 
Neronian  prison.  A hell  hole  of  a place — a 
cesspool  of  a prison  with  no  light  or  air — 
and  it  is  from  this  place  that  he  writes  to 
us:  “Be  prepared  in  all  places  and  in  all 
times  to  explain  your  hope.” 

Friends,  I am  a lot  like  Peter.  I think  I 
know  a lot  of  stuff.  I think  that  my  ideas 
are  pretty  good.  And  sometimes  I get  stuck 
in  my  certainty.  And  when  I am  in  that  place 
I do  some  pretty  crazy  stuff.  I jump  out  of 
boats.  I try  and  build  clubhouses  for  the 
Glory  of  God.  And  sometimes  I pull  out 
my  sword  and  try  and  fight  for  what  I think 
is  right.  But  then  eventually  the  glory  fades 
and  I take  my  eyes  off  my  Source  and  see 
that  the  wind  is  against  me,  and  I notice 
that  my  master  is  not  fighting  the  fight  I 
think  he  should  be  fighting.  And  then  I de- 
spair, and  deny  that  I know  this  man.  I deny 
that  any  knowing  is  possible,  and  I have  to 
go  back  to  what  I was  doing  before,  and  I 
get  the  same  results  as  before— which  is  a 
whole  lot  of  nothing. 

Then,  a really  amazing  thing  happens. 
Love  shows  up  and  cooks  me  breakfast.  I 
discover  that  I am  known.  All  of  me — the 
impulses,  and  foolishness,  the  truth  and 
bravery,  the  sleepiness  and  skullduggery.  I 
am  known  and  I am  loved,  and  all  is  well, 
and  I am  given  good  work  to  do.  I hope. 

So  this  I do  know.  When  I am  stuck  in 
my  certainty,  I am  lost.  And  when  I am  stuck 
in  my  uncertainty,  I am  equally  lost.  But 
when  I surrender  to  the  possibility  of  Love, 
and  do  what  Love  asks  of  me,  then  all  things 
are  possible. 

I have  hope  not  because  of  anything  I 
know.  I have  hope  because  I am  known  com- 
pletely, and  because  the  One  who  knows  me 
completely,  loves  me  completely.  □ 
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transmission  of  this  message  preaching, 
because  it  is  an  active  verb,  and  the  trans- 
mission does  not  really  feel  passive  to  me.  I 
am  aware  that  the  term  preaching  carries  a 
lot  of  negative  baggage,  but  I desire  to  re- 
trieve it  from  shame.  I am  aware  that  there 
are  many  non-Quaker  preachers  who  also 
consider  their  call  to  be  message  bearing. 
But  all  of  us,  when  we  are  honest,  know 
when  we  have  presented  a sermon  and  when 
we  have  borne  a message. 

I consider  my  job  as  a preacher/mes- 
sage bearer  to  have  five  parts.  The  first  re- 
quires me  to  live  my  life  in  a state  receptive 
to  the  Divine.  I,  myself,  must  be  fertile  soil. 
This  requires  me  to  take  good  care  of  my- 
self physically,  emotionally  and  intellectu- 
ally. I must  be  vigilant  about  sins  and  ad- 
dictions. I must  be  vigilant  about  distrac- 
tions. I must  seek  healing  for  my  wounds.  I 
find  that  practicing  spiritual  disciplines, 
studying  Scripture,  and  being  about  the  busi- 
ness of  Christ,  i.e.  feeding  the  sheep  and 
fighting  the  Lamb’s  War,  help  me  immea- 
surably. I also  find  that  I require  the  com- 
munity of  those  who  will  hold  me  account- 
able. I do  not  live  my  entire  life  in  this  re- 
ceptive state — far  from  it.  But  I find  that  I 
am  mo,  e receptive,  more  of  the  time,  as  I 
walk  farmer  and  deeper  down  the  path  of 
Christ.  I wprk  at  this  continually. 

When  I am  receptive,  messages  arrive. 
It  is  essential  that  I recognize  and  accept 
the  messages.  I have  to  go  through  a dis- 
cernment process  about  where  the  message 
is  coming  from;  and  I try  to  weed  out,  or 
divert  to  the  right  time  and  place,  those  ideas 
which  are  simply  mine.  But  I find  these 
days  that  I do  not  have  too  much  trouble 
with  this,  Divine  messages  have  a feel  and 
a smell  to  me,  and  it  is  unmistakable.  Harder 
is  the  discipline  of  receiving  the  messages 
with  the  time,  attention,  and  reverence  that 
they  deserve.  It  is  easy  to  hear  the  message 
and  yet  be  distracted  to  the  point  of  having 
it  slip  right  on  by,  not  caught,  not  treasured, 
not  attended  to.  More  occasionally,  I have 
to  fight  rebellion.  Some  days  I just  do  not 


want  the  job.  I always  surrender,  but  some- 
times it  is  a fight. 

The  third  step  is  to  discern  who  the 
message  is  for,  and  when  it  is  to  be  given. 
This  process  is  similar  to  that  which  any 
Quaker  minister  (and  that  is  all  of  us)  goes 
through  in  meeting  for  worship.  Is  this 
message  for  the  group,  and  is  it  appropriate 
to  share  it  now?  My  process  differs  in  that 
I often  get  messages  at  times  other  than 
worship  and  at  times  other  than  the  time  of 
delivery.  I am  a public  friend,  a recorded 
and  released  minister  in  whom  the  commu- 
nity has  noticed  a consistent  ability  to  ac- 
curately catch  messages.  These  days,  this 
results  in  invitations  to  speak  at  meetings. 
I often  have  many  invitations  on  my  calen- 
dar. Often  a message  comes  during  a time 
of  prayer  set  aside  to  consider  a specific 
place  and  occasion.  But  sometimes  a mes- 
sage arrives  and  I do  not  immediately  know 


Peggy  (right)  and  her  “effigy”  (left) 
created  by  Jane  Snyder 


who  it  is  addressed  to.  But  as  I consider  the 
message,  and  pray  about  it,  the  recipient 
becomes  clear.  I have  received  messages 
for  as  broad  an  audience  as  “The  daughters 
of  God,”  “Friends  in  Northwest  Yearly 
Meeting,”  or  as  narrow  as  “Scotts  Mills 
Friends  church  this  Sunday.”  Some  mes- 
sages get  delivered  again  and  again  until  the 
Spirit  says  stop;  some  messages  are  spoken 
once,  and  never  again. 

After  discerning  the  recipient,  I must 
hold  the  message.  The  gestation  time  for 
messages  varies  from  seconds  to  months. 
It  is  not  always  comfortable  to  hold  a mes- 
sage. I do  not  like  all  of  them.  Some  of 
them  scare  me.  Some  of  them  are  so  won- 
derful that  it  is  all  I can  do  to  not  share  them 
before  the  appointed  hour.  Sometimes  they 
go  somewhere  down  inside  me,  and  I,  my- 
self, cannot  find  them  or  pull  them  up  at 


will.  I know  the  message  has  been  received, 
I know  it  is  in  me,  but  I cannot  recall  it  until 
the  moment  of  delivery.  I believe  that  some 
sort  of  fermentation  process  is  active  in  me 
at  times.  The  message  grows  and  clarifies 
as  it  sits  in  me.  Sometimes  I am  aware  of 
this  process  and  participate;  attending  to  the 
message.  I listen  to  it  multiple  times  inside 
of  myself.  I sometimes  take  notes.  I never 
practice  delivering  it.  I never  time  it.  I do 
not  write  it  out  in  manuscript  form  before  it 
is  delivered.  I have  a few  times  erred  on 
this  point,  but  writing  it  out  beforehand  has 
a way  of  calcifying  the  message  for  me,  and 
taking  a manuscript  into  the  pulpit  has  never 
failed  to  yield  disaster.  As  a crutch,  I some- 
times carry  a small  outline  in  my  Bible  to 
refer  to,  but  the  best  messages  have  hap- 
pened when  I forsake  even  this. 

The  final  step  is  to  transmit  the  mes- 
sage. It  is  my  job  to  get  the  message  back 
out  and  through  me  and  to  the  recipients. 
This  requires  my  free  will  and  obedience. 
This  requires  me  to  take  responsibility  for 
my  transmission  and  not  for  the  reception. 
I have  to  renounce  fear,  and  desire  for  ap- 
proval. I am  about  as  good  at  this  as  most 
people,  which  means  I struggle  with  it.  I 
have  to  refrain  from  deleting  things  that  I 
don’t  like  or  that  I think  the  recipients  won’t 
like,  and  I must  refrain  from  adding  in  things 
that  I think  will  make  it  better,  or  which  I 
think  they  will  want  to  hear.  It  is  a partici- 
patory act  with  the  Spirit.  It  is  not  “chan- 
neling” as  new  age  proponents  understand 
that  process  of  emptying  or  leaving  them- 
selves to  be  let  another  speak.  I am  very 
present.  I am  used  in  the  way  a musical 
instrument  is  used.  The  oboe  is  an  oboe  and 
does  not  have  the  voice  of  a trumpet  or  vio- 
lin, but  neither  does  the  oboe  call  the  tune — 
the  player  of  the  oboe  does  that.  The  mes- 
sage is  not  mine,  but  it  sounds  in  my  voice, 
and  my  range,  and  my  intellect,  and  my 
emotion.  The  Spirit  uses  absolutely  all  of 
me  to  bring  the  word. 

Which  brings  up  the  subject  of  gifted- 
ness and  craft.  Often  people  perceive  the 
messages  I bring  to  be  “well  crafted.”  They 
often  assume  that  this  comes  from  careful 
writing  and  practice  or  else  from  natural 
giftedness.  This  is  not  a good  enough  ex- 
planation, especially  since  I do  not  write  the 
messages  beforehand  or  practice  delivery. 

I do  think  I have  natural  gift  for  storytelling, 
developed  in  childhood  under  the  guise  of 
excessive  fibbing.  And  I have  studied 
preaching  in  seminary,  but  what  I deliver 
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most  of  the  time  does  not  bear  much  resem- 
blance to  what  I was  taught.  I did  learn  to 
stand  up  straight,  breathe,  and  look  at 
people.  The  eighteen  years  or  so  that  I have 
been  doing  this  have  improved  my  ability 
to  transmit,  to  participate  with  the  Spirit.  I 
learn  things  all  the  time.  I try  to  remember 
them.  But  all  of  this  comes  down  to  a few 
things.  I am  an  instrument.  I am  not  a 
Stradivarius,  but  I am  no  plastic  kazoo  ei- 
ther. I work  to  keep  my  mechanics  working 
well.  I tune,  and  tune,  and  re-tune.  But  the 
musician  is  still  in  charge. 

I have  observed  a few  things  about  this 
process.  First,  while  I have  strong  feelings 
about  the  messages  and  the  transmission, 
my  feelings  often  have  no  bearing  to  the  re- 
ception or  to  the  observed  work  of  God  on 
the  recipients.  Immediately  before  preach- 
ing I experience  everything  from  terror  to 
euphoria.  I like  it  when  there  is  a time  of 
silent  worship  before  the  message,  but  I can 
take  the  same  time  during  a period  of  wor- 
ship through  music.  During  this  centering 
before  preaching  I re-dedicate  myself  to 
the  task  at  hand,  and  renounce  distractions. 
I try  and  get  quiet  and  in  tune.  Sometimes 
during  this  centering  I get  a visceral  feeling 
of  being  filled,  literally  from  the  toes  up.  I 
like  this  feeling.  Occasionally  this  feeling 
is  followed  by  what  I call  ‘getting  lit’  that 
happens  when  the  substance  I am  filled  with 
seems  flammable  and  is  ignited.  Weirdly, 
getting  filled  or  lit,  does  not  seems  to  have 
any  correlation  to  the  energy  that  is  trans- 
mitted with  the  message.  Sometimes  I am 
on  fire  inside  and  transmit  the  gentlest  of 
messages.  Sometimes  I have  great  rushes 
of  endorphins  while  preaching.  Other  times 
it  feel  like  the  words  are  coming  out  of  my 
mouth  and  falling  on  the  ground  like  bricks, 
dead.  These  feelings  also  have  no  correla- 
tion to  how  the  message  is  transmitted. 
Since  every  time  I bring  a new  message,  I 
am  also  hearing  the  words  in  the  air  for  the 
first  time,  there  is  an  effect  of  the  words  on 
me  as  well  as  the  listeners.  I choke  myself 
up  all  the  time.  I have  to  guard  against  go- 
ing off  on  brain  tangents  just  like  I do  when 
I am  listening  to  someone  else  preach.  I am 
sometimes  very  aware  of  individuals  who 
are  listening  and  sometimes  I am  not.  Some- 
times I remember  very  well  afterwards  what 
I have  said  and  sometimes  I lose  it  immedi- 
ately. There  is  no  norm  or  rule  to  my  feel- 
ings, I pay  attention  to  them,  and  sometimes 
enjoy  them,  but  I do  not  allow  them  to  be 
the  evaluation  of  my  preaching.  The  only 


real  constant  is  hunger  and  weariness  after- 
wards. It  is  hard  work,  and  there  is  often  a 
blood  sugar  and  adrenaline  crash  after- 
wards. It  is  nice  to  have  an  elder  who  can 
help  me  see  to  my  self-care. 

I wish  I were  to  the  point  where  my 
belief  and  practice  of  this  process  were  con- 
sistent. I believe  that  the  reception  is  not  in 
my  control  and  is  not  my  responsibility.  I 
wish  I did  not  care  what  people  think,  but  I 
do.  And  always,  Friends  respond  to  me. 
And  I face  all  the  same  perils  of  reward  and 
punishment  that  messengers  have  always 
faced. 

I am  told  that  in  Quaker  days  of  old  it 
was  considered  bad  form  to  comment  to  the 
messenger  about  the  message.  That  might 
be  a very  good  custom  to  reinstate.  “Take  it 
up  with  the  composer,  not  the  instrument,” 

I have  hope  not  because  of 
anything  I know.  I have  hope 
because  I am  known  completely, 
and  because  the  One 
who  knows  me  completely, 
loves  me  completely. 

would  be  a very  good  response,  especially 
when  they  don’t  like  the  message,  and  some- 
times I do  respond  with  a variation  of  that 
retort.  I like  praise,  but  am  uncomfortable 
with  it.  I always  try  and  verbally  send  that 
to  the  Source  and  let  the  praiser  know  that 
this  is  where  any  glory  should  go.  When  I 
am  praised  and  respond  by  telling  the  per- 
son that  I did  not  write  the  message  and  that 
the  praise  belongs  to  God,  I am  often  not 
believed,  it  is  perceived  as  some  sort  of  false 
humility.  But  I am  unfailingly  curious,  and 
I like  to  hear  people  tell  me  what  they  heard, 
because  there  are  always  interesting  varia- 
tions on  what  I think  I said,  and  some  of 
them  are  informative  to  me.  I like  to  hear 
people  tell  me  what  they  observed  in  the 
recipients,  because  it  is  often  different  than 
my  perception. 

For  a long  time  the  response  I had  the 
most  trouble  with  was  “Can  I please  have  a 
copy  of  that  message?”  And  then  I always 
had  to  let  them  know  that  no  written  form 
existed.  But  due  to  the  marvels  of  modem 
sound  systems,  I have  been  regularly  re- 
corded, and  sometimes  these  tapes  are  re- 
produced and  distributed.  I have  heard 
amazing  stories  about  where  these  tapes 
have  gone,  and  the  ministry  that  they  have 
had  on  their  own..  Gabriel  told  the  Virgin 
Mary  that  God’s  word  never  lacked  power, 
and  I have  found  this  to  be  true.  I have  found 


that  this  power  sometimes  extends  beyond 
my  control  or  intention.  I went  through  a 
season  of  seeking  clearness  on  attempting 
to  write  the  messages  after  the  fact.  Mod- 
em listeners  do  not  appear  to  have  the 
memory  ability  of  days  gone  by.  Our  minds 
have  become  accustomed  to  being  able  to 
reference  material  again  and  again  without 
having  to  keep  it  stored  in  our  brains.  Per- 
haps we  are  lazy  or  diminished,  but  that  is 
the  reality.  And  so  a couple  of  years  ago  I 
submitted  to  the  discipline  of  being  a re- 
corder as  well  as  a transmitter.  I have  found 
that  it  is  possible,  and  while  the  written  form 
of  the  message  will  vary  from  the  given 
form,  it  has  its  own  power  and  truth  and  life. 
I have  adopted  the  language  of  iconogra- 
phers,  who  do  not  sign  their  work  as  theirs 
but  sometimes  put  on  the  back  “by  the  hand 
of. . I print  of  the  messages  “through  the 
voice  of  Peggy  Parsons.”  I also  date  the 
message  and  put  the  address  on  it.  This  dis- 
tinguishes the  messages  from  other  things  I 
write.  I do  not  think  the  process  of  record- 
ing the  messages  in  written,  visual  form  is 
as  much  fun  as  preaching,  but  I have  found 
that  I can  do  it,  most  of  the  time,  if  I set 
myself  to  the  task  soon  enough  and  with 
discipline.  Occasionally  the  message  is  just 
gone,  and  I accept  that  as  the  work  of  the 
Spirit,  and  tell  folks  who  ask  that  it  was  just 
for  that  day  and  time.  This  preserving  pro- 
cess does  involve  craft,  and  I do  use  read- 
ers and  an  editor;  and  so  it  might  be  argu- 
able that  the  written  messages  somehow  lack 
the  power  or  immediacy  of  the  transmitted 
message.  But  I have  not  found  this  to  be 
completely  true.  I have  chosen  my  editor 
carefully  for  the  gift  of  clarifying  without 
changing  the  message.  The  written  mes- 
sages have  their  own  ministry,  and  retain 
the  ability  to  move  the  spirits  of  the  read- 
ers, and  retain  an  inseparable  kinship  to  the 
preached  word.  But  I have  found  it  very 
important  to  do  the  writing  after,  rather  than 
before,  the  preaching.  It  becomes  the  pres- 
ervation of  a message,  not  a containing  of 
the  message.  It  is  my  prayer  that  these  writ- 
ten messages  never  become  the  equivalent 
of  Simon  Peter’s  attempts  to  build  a club- 
house to  hold  the  physical  presence  of 
God’s  Glory. 

I hope  this  helps  shed  light  on  my  pro- 
cess. I am  aware  that  it  is  not  every 
minister’s  process,  or  every  Quaker 
minister’s  process.  I do  not  prescribe  it  as 
the  only  way.  But  it  is  the  way  of  God  in 
me.  □ 
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Junior  Friends  of  North  Pacific  YM 

From  the  Junior  Friends  of  NPYM,  to  all 
Friends,  greetings.  Junior  Friends  enjoyed 
a camp  of  five  days  in  the  wilderness.  Pic- 
ture this:  no  showers,  unbelievably  hot 
weather,  five  quadrillion  mosquitoes  and 
“sneaky”  Baptists  asking  for  pink  Bibles 
who  we  shared  the  camp  with  in  the  Mount 
Hood  National  Forest  on  the  Clackamas 
River.  This  camp  was  a small  gathering 
and  JF’s  were  saddened  by  the  absence  of 
Casey  Walsh  as  well  as  many  other  long- 
time members.  However,  we  also  enjoyed 
the  intimate  camp  which  gave  us  the  op- 
portunity to  spend  more  time  with  the  whole 
group  increasing  the  unity  of  our  commu- 
nity. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  camp  was 
respect.  Peggy  Parsons,  the  Friend  in  Resi- 
dence, came  and  spoke  to  us  about  the  con- 
nection between  respect  and  truth.  She  re- 
minded us  of  the  importance  of  respecting 
ourselves  and  others.  Peggy  also  joined  us 
for  one  of  our  worship  sharings  which  fo- 
cused on  how  we  respect  and  work  with 
people  with  truths  different  from  our  own. 

We  were  happy  to  be  joined  at  Annual 
Session  by  many  Friends  who  were  unable 
to  attend  camp.  We  were  also  happy  to 
make  connections  with  older  Friends 
through  the  intergenerational  worship  shar- 
ing and  the  service  project. 

We  wrote  a minute  for  Casey.  We 
shared  his  poems  and  writings  and  his  cre- 
ative loving  spirit  at  the  worship  for  me- 
morials. 


The  yearly  meeting,  as  always,  has 
given  us  the  sense  of  support  needed  for 
our  faith  that  there  is  a reason  to  hope 
for  a better  world. 

Central  Friends 

We  are  the  NPYM  Central  Friends 
(Friends  in  Middle  School).  On  Thurs- 
day evening  we  had  fun  throwing  pillows 
and  meeting  each  other.  On  Friday  we 
had  worship  sharing.  The  theme  was 
“Plowing  Our  Lives.”  To  tie  into  that 
we  went  outside  and  made  a maze  with 
flour  to  play  maze  tag,  which  symbol- 
ized guiding  the  plow  of  our  lives.  We 
learned  that  in  life  you  should  always 
give  yourself  doors.  After  awhile  we  got 
tired  of  tag  and  decided  to  throw  flour  at 
each  other.  It  was  exciting  to  mn  around 
with  flour  in  our  hair  and  down  our  shirts. 

In  the  afternoon  when  it  was  hot  we  got 
in  our  swimming  suits  and  made  a slip  & 
slide  out  of  a big  tarp,  baby  shampoo,  and  a 
sprinkler.  Then  we  had  worship  sharing 
again,  and  in  the  evening  Joe  Snyder  read 
us  “Petite  Rouge,”  some  excerpts  from  the 
Bible  and  stuff  about  James  Naylor. 

On  Saturday  the  Friend  in  Residence, 
Peggy  Parsons,  came  and  talked  to  us  about 
her  trip  to  Texas,  and  her  experiences  as  a 
Quaker  motorcycle-riding  bluegrass  play- 
ing female  preacher.  Then  we  went  to  pick 
blueberries  together  at  Blueberry  Meadows. 
When  we  came  back  it  was  time  for  service 
projects  which  included  knitting  scarves, 
mittens,  and  quilt  squares.  Some  of  also 
went  to  Camp  Attitude  where  we  cleaned 
cabins,  hauled  brush,  and  stacked  wood. 

Later  that  evening  we  went  to  Commu- 
nity Night,  then  cleaned  the  Central  Friends 
room  to  get  ready  for  the  Junior  Friends 
Dance,  which  we  left  early  because  of  cur- 
few. On  Sunday  we  took  our  blueberries  to 
the  preschoolers  and  read  them  Blueberries 
for  Sal.  We  also  did  copper  etching.  We 
had  a lot  of  fun  together  and  learned  a lot 
about  keeping  an  eye  on  the  road  ahead. 

3rd  - 5th  Grade  Children 

To:  Kid-Friends  Everywhere 

From:  The  8 to  1 0 year  old  group  at  NPYM 

We  came  to  Yearly  Meeting  prepared 
to  have  fun!  Our  theme  was  “the  hope 
within.”  We  did  lots  of  things  to  stay  hope- 
ful and  have  fun,  like: 


Kaili  Frank  (Multnomah  Meetnig) 

Photo  by  John  Prescott 

Games  such  as  Bob  the  Weasel,  the  egg 
game,  soccer,  slip  ‘n’  slide,  chess,  and  the 
parachute. 

Songs  such  as  “This  Land  is  Your 
Land,”  “Peter  and  John,”  and  “Wake  Up, 
Good  Morning.” 

A play  about  hope,  with  costumes, 
scenery,  and  lines  to  leam.  It  was  about  Oz. 

Art  projects  such  as  painting,  making 
masks,  yam  projects  and  superstars. 

Making  and  playing  with  goopy  gack. 

One  things  that  was  really  fun  was  shar- 
ing space  with  the  preschool' group.  We 
played,  sang  and  danced  with  them.  They 
are  cool  people! 

We  also  had  worship  discussion  about 
hope.  It’s  been  a great  Yearly  Meeting  and 
we  all  HOPE  we  can  come  back  and  do  it 
again  next  year! 

Kindergarten  through  2nd  Grade 
Children 


Dear  Friends, 

What  did  we  like  about  Yearly  Meet- 
ing? Everything! 

We  did  fun  projects,  including  making 
a God’s  Eye.  We  played  baseball.  We  went 
on  a treasure  hunt. 

It  was  great  to  be  able  to  spend  time 
with  friends. 

Thank  you,  and  see  you  next  year! 

Love,  K-2’s 
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Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Friends 

Oppose  War  Against  Iraq 


During  its  annual  session  the  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  (Quakers)  approved  a minute  op- 
posing the  current  bombing  and  planned 
invasion  of  Iraq  by  the  United  States  of 
America.  North  Pacific  YM  urges  our  gov- 
ernment to  work  with  the  international  com- 
munity to  seek  diplomatic  solutions  to  con- 
flicts with  Iraq.  On  August  18,  2002,  Mon- 
tana Friends  approved  the  following  minute 
explaining  its  reasons  for  taking  a similar 
stand: 

In  the  past  few  months  the  executive 
branch  of  the  US  government  has  de- 
termined that  global  military  dominance 
and  preemptive  use  of  military  power  will 
be  its  main  weapon  in  its  war  on  terrorism 
and,  more  immediately,  against  Iraq.  The 
administration  has  stated  its  intent  to  launch 
a military  invasion  of  Iraq  and  depose 
Saddam  Hussein,  with  or  without 
cooperation  from  other  countries,  and  has 
not  made  a clear  commitment  to  seek  the 
authorization  of  Congress  and  the  approval 
of  the  American  people  for  the  prospective 
military  invasion. 

The  Montana  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  (Quakers)  share  the  global  concern 
about  terrorism.  However,  because  we  see 
that  of  God  in  every  human  being,  we 
oppose  the  use  of  war  as  an  instrument  of 
national  policy  and  are  convinced  that 
violent  responses  to  terrorism  are  simplistic, 
shortsighted,  and  only  beget  more  violence. 

There  are  effective,  non-military 
alternatives  to  reduce  terrorist  threats  from 
Iraq  and  elsewhere.  These  include: 

• Diplomacy 

• Strengthening  of  international  law 

and  cooperation  with  existing  law 

• Promotion  of  regional  and 

international  arms  control  and  disarmament 
initiatives 

• Support  for  human  rights 
• Increased  US  assistance  for 

human  development 

While  we  are  opposed  to  war  as  a 
matter  of  spiritual  principle,  we  see 
additional  reasons  why  a war  against  Iraq 


would  be  unwarranted  and  ill- 
advised. 

• US  interventions  in 
the  Gulf  War  and  the 
subsequent  embargo  have 
already  been  responsible  for 
the  deaths  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Iraqi  people.  We 

are  appalled  that  the  US  would  undertake 
an  act  that  would  cause  hundreds  of 
thousands  more  Iraqi  deaths  with  the  stated 
intent  of  trying  to  protect  them. 

• Is  it  not  likely  that  increased 
bombing  will  foster  more  terrorism? 

• A preemptive  strike  will 
undermine  cooperative  international  efforts 
to  reduce  acts  of  terrorism  around  the 
world. 

• War  is  inherently  explosive  and 
unpredictable.  Embarking  upon  war  with 
Iraq  may  well  lead  to  destruction  and 
consequences  completely  unanticipated. 

• Military  strikes  by  the  US  against 
apparent  Arab  and  other  terrorists,  with 
attendant  civilian  casualties,  greatly 
impedes  the  ability  of  Arab  and  other 
peoples  to  reflect  upon  their  own 
contributions  to  terrorism  and  how  they 
might  wish  to  address  them. 

• An  American  military  conquest  of 
Iraq  may  well  lead  to  the  disintegration  of 
that  country.  Are  the  American  people 
prepared  for  a lengthy  occupation  of  Iraq 
with  all  the  hostility  and  expense  it  might 
involve? 

• The  US  cannot  deliver  to  Iraq 
through  military  conquest  the  peace, 
security,  human  rights,  self-determination 
and  rule  of  law  which  the  Iraqi  people 


deserve.  The  US  role  must  be  to  work  in 
solidarity  with  the  people  of  Iraq  for  a more 
humane  society. 

• Diversion  of  resources  for  military 
purposes  sacrifices  our  ability  to  provide 
for  basic  human  needs  at  home  and 
elsewhere.  This,  in  turn,  generates  unrest 
and  greater  motivation  for  terrorist  activity. 

• The  US  has  virtually  no  support 
for  this  action  from  Western  and  Middle 
Eastern  allies. 

• Based  upon  international  law,  a 
preemptive  strike  against  Iraq  would  be 
illegal. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Saddam  Hussein 
is  a brutal  dictator  whose  regime  should  be 
replaced  with  a peaceful  government, 
chosen  by  the  Iraqi  people,  that  respects 
the  human  rights  of  all  its  citizens. 
However,  unilateral  US  military  action 
cannot  resolve  this  matter.  Therefore,  we 
urge  the  US  government  to  act  as  a 
cooperative  member  of  an  international 
community.  Further,  we  urge  our  leaders 
and  elected  representatives  to  engage 
creativity  and  wisdom  to  find  and 
implement  a myriad  of  non-military 
approaches  to  resolve  the  crisis  in  the 
Middle  East,  and  in  so  doing  to  be  a beacon 
of  sanity  and  constructive  action  for  all 
peoples.  □ 


FC 

NL 


Let  your  elected  officials  know  how 
you  feel  through  the  Internet. 


Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  has 
an  excellent  website  at  www.fcnl.org  that  contains  up-to-date  information  on  current 
legistation  regarding  peace  and  social  justice.  It  also  enables  you  to  fax  or  e-mail  your 
elected  officials  and  local  media  with  prepared  statements  that  you  can  modify  to  re- 
flect your  own  views.  The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  offers  a similar  fea- 
ture at  its  website  at  afsc.org. □ 
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During  Yearly  Meeting 
Friends  did  a variety  of 
service  projects,  such  as 
cleaning  out  a shelter  for 
homeless  families, 
knitting  for  AFSC,  and 
writing  letters  to  elected 
officials  for  FCNL. 


Above:  Margaret  Sorrel  Green  and  Kathy  Hubenet 
cleaning  ceiling 

Bottom  left:  Bob  Schulz,  Peg  Morton  and  Carol  Urner 

writing  letters  to  elected  officials 

Top  left:  Hunt  Allcott,  Eli  Roberts,  Bill  Ashworth,  and 

David  Coahran  moving  dumpster 
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Top:  Katherine  Spinner,  Dona! 
Sullivan  and  other  dancers  at  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Staff  photo. 

Middle:  from  left  to  right,  Jesse 
Hubbe  and  Sara  Hubbe  (Eugene) 
and  Jonah  Cross  (Multnomah). 
Photo  by  Jon  Prescott. 

Far  right:  Lynn  Waddington  from 
University.  Photo  by  Jon  Prescott. 
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Focus  on  Latin  America 


Efforts  to  Help 
Mexican 
Migrant 

Workers  in  USA 

by  Juan  Pascoe 

Pima  (Tucson,  AZ)  Meeting 

You  have  been  reading  it  in  the  news 
papers:  1 8 Mexican  migrant  deaths 
in  the  Arizona  desert  south  of  Tuc- 
son from  June  6-26.  The  Mexican  Consul 
in  Laredo,  Texas,  reports  having  handled 
1 6 deaths  from  January  to  June  of  this  year 
(he  is  a member  of  the  Mexico  City  Friends 
Meeting  and  a Mexican  career  diplomat). 
And,  for  the  whole  of  the  US-Mexico  bor- 
der, Mexican  consulates  give  the  figure  of 
1,980  deaths  between  1995  and  today,  while 
the  Border  Patrol  reports  1,370  deaths  since 
1998.  The  Rural  Legal  Assistance  Founda- 
tion of  Oceanside,  California,  says  that  it  is 
most  likely  that  those  figures  will  go  over 
2,000  by  the  end  of  this  summer. 

Quakers  in  Arizona  are  clearly  upset 
about  these  statistics  and  the  personal  and 
family  tragedies  that  go  with  each  one  of 
them.  To  do  something  about  removing  the 
direct  causes  of  these  tragedies,  early  in 
2000  they  released  me,  as  a member  of  Pima 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Tucson,  to 
work  to  bring  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  together  to  devise  a for- 
mula or  program  to  eliminate  those  causes. 
An  oversight  committee  made  up  of  Carl 
Wallen  and  Bill  Hobson  (Tempe,  AZ,  Meet- 
ing) and  Russ  Ferrell  and  Alicya  Malik 
(Pima  Meeting)  was  also  established  to  give 
advice  and  guidance.  Arizona  Half  Yearly 
Meeting  has  provided  financial  support. 

Activities  to  the  middle  of  2002  have 
been  described  in  various  reports  sent  to 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  and  to  its 
member  Meetings.  They  have  involved  talk- 
ing with  one  US  Congressman  and  with 
aides  to  a number  of  others;  a visit  to  Mexi- 
can President  Vincente  Fox’s  office  with 
ideas  for  cooperation;  discussions  with 
Mexico’s  principal  negotiator;  keeping 
track  of  what  many  advocacy  organizations, 


Juan  Pascoe,  Staff  photo 


labor  unions,  NGO’s,  US  and  Mexican 
churches  and  others  are  trying  to  do;  and, 
above  all,  trying  to  identify  possible  ongo- 
ing moves  in  the  direction  of  finding  solu- 
tions to  the  specific  problem  of  Mexican 
workers  who  try  to  come  to  the  US  for  tem- 
porary work  and  mn  into  all  sorts  of  harass- 
ment, indignities,  detention,  robberies  and, 
in  too  many  instances,  death. 

For  a while,  after  Presidents  Bush  and 
Fox  met  at  the  latter’s  ranch  in  the  state  of 
Guanajuato,  it  seemed  that  they  were  going 
to  organize  their  forces  to  jointly  work  out 
such  solutions.  Meetings  at  the  highest  of 
levels  have  been  held,  and  hopeful  reports 
were  received.  But  even  before  9/1 1,  it  be- 
come obvious  that  the  resolve  and  efforts 
were  waning. 

After  that  fateful  day,  instructions  were 
apparently  given  to  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  and  the  Border  Pa- 
trol to  shut  off  even  more  avenues  of  access 
to  the  US  by  those  aspirant  workers,  push- 
ing them  to  go  to  even  more  dangerous 
crossings  than  before  and  thus  resulting  in 
more  accidents,  apprehensions  and  deaths. 

I have  discovered  that  almost  no  inter- 
ested groups  have  tried  to  propose  solutions, 
and  only  a few  have  expressed  interest  in 
seeing  legislation  introduced  to  eliminate 
border  crossing  difficulties.  I have  been  to 
Washington  and  to  Mexico  City  and  have 
been  given  all  kinds  of  reasons  why  noth- 
ing could  be  expected  to  happen  while  the 
so-called  “war  against  terrorism”  runs  its 
course.  While  initially  some  excellent  pre- 
liminary contacts  were  established  in  Wash- 
ington, it  soon  became  clear  that  an  effort 
to  find  and  assist  a member  or  members  of 
Congress  to  draft  and  submit  legislation  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  giving  legal,  even 


if  only  temporary,  entry  into  this  country  to 
Mexican  workers  was  going  to  require  a 
protracted  presence  in  the  capital  by  well 
connected  and  properly  motivated  special- 
ists in  legislation. 

To  assist  in  securing  this  kind  of  sup- 
port, Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  at  its 
2002  gathering  at  Ghost  Ranch  in  New 
Mexico  in  mid-June,  approved  a Minute 
requesting  the  Policy  Committee  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
to  include  the  concern  about  the  border 
crossings  issue  within  one  of  its  priorities: 
Respecting  Human  Rights  at  Home  and 
Abroad. 

There  are  two  things  that  individual 
Friends  and  Friends’  Meetings  who  are  con- 
cerned about  the  issues  described  here  can 
do:  a)  Write  to  FCNL  urging  it  to  take  on 
this  concern  and  b)  communicate  with  me 
if  they  know  a Congress  member  (or  some- 
one close  to  a Congress  member)  interested 
in  drafting  legislation  to  legalize  migrant 
work.  Friends  who  are  interested  in  staying 
informed  about  this  ongoing  Quaker  con- 
cern and  wishing  to  know  what  they  can  do 
to  help,  are  invited  to  send  me  a note  (with 
an  e-mail  address  if  they  have  one)  asking 
that  reports  be  sent  to  them  or  to  particular 
masting—  To  contact  Juan  Pascoe:  e-mail: 
p as  as  soc(a). aol.com.  Phone  and  fax:  520- 
326-3061. 


Emergency  Assistance 
Needed 

On  Wednesday,  August  7th,  the  city  of 
Tijuana  bulldozed  the  houses  of  the 
community  of  “Cerro  Maravilla,  Puerto  al 
Future”  (Magnificent  Hill,  Door  to  the  Fu- 
ture). 

The  community  is  asking  for  donations 
of  tents  (even  old,  beat-up  ones),  tarps,  and 
other  means  of  shelter.  Negotiations  with 
the  mayor  have  broken  down,  so  they  have 
abandoned  their  sit-in  and  returned  to  then- 
land,  where  they  are  camping  out  while 
they  seek  a resolution  to  their  situation. 

The  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee (AFSC)  in  San  Diego,  CA,  is  acting 
as  a drop-off  point  for  donations  of  mate- 
rial goods  and  money  to  purchase  these  sup- 
plies. Donations  can  be  sent  or  dropped  off 
at:  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
3850  Westgate  Place,  San  Diego,  CA 
92105.619-233-4114. 
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A Quaker  Response  to  Poverty 


Quaker 

iolMaLink 


News  Update 


QBL  is  501  (c)  (3)  non-profit.  Donations  are  tax  deductible. 


Summer  2002 


QBL  funds  and 
administers  - 


Hollywood  film  crew  records  QBL 
documentary  for  TV 


• The  construction  of 
greenhouses 

• Irrigation  systems 

• Drinking  water  supplies 

• Animal  breeding 
programmes 

• Health  initiatives 

• Textile  Cooperatives 


QBL  works  in 
partnership  with  the 
Andean  people, 
respecting  their  ancient 
culture  and  heritage.  It 
finances  and  runs 
projects  regardless  of 


Inside  this  issue: 


Portrait  of  a project  2 

member 

Bridge  to  Chuchulaya  2 

Altiplano  greenhouses  2 

Pucarani  revisited  3 


A film  crew  of  director, 
sound  recorder,  and  two 
camera  operators  has  just 
filmed  a documentary  of 
the  work  of  Quaker 
Bolivia  Link.  They  spent 
over  two  weeks  visiting 
projects  on  the  Altiplano, 
in  La  Paz  and  in  the 
dramatic  Sorata  Valley. 
They  were  especially 
interested  in  featuring 
the  challenges  faced  by 
women  in  indigenous 
Aymara  communities. 

The  director,  Paul 
Asplund  is  himself  a 
Quaker  . He  heard  a QBL 
presentation  at  his 
meeting  in  Santa  Monica, 
California  and  thought 
that  there  was  a potential 
for  a TV  documentary. 
Paul  put  together  an 
independent  crew  with 
the  aim  of  making  a 45 
minute  program  which 


can  be  sold  to  TV 
Channels.  The  most 
probable  outlets  will 
be  National 
Geographic  and 
Discovery  Channels. 

The  crew  spent  time 
with  CEPROMA  the 
Andean  women’s 
development  NGO 
which  works  in 
partnership  with 
QBL  in  running  five 
development 
projects.  They 
interviewed 
CEPROMA’s 
dynamic  leader 
Claudia  Pinto,  who 
talked  about  how 
she  set  up  the 
organisation  and  about 
their  women’s  leadership 
development  initiative. 

Despite  the  usual  bouts  of 
tummy  bugs  the  crew  all 


fell  under  the  Andean 
spell  and  are  very  keen  to 
return  next  year  to  film  a 
follow  up. 


QBL  wins  30,000  euro  grant  for  health  centre 
from  the  Irish  Government 


Bolivians  spreading  the  3 

word 

Projects  in  the  pipeline  3 

New  QBL  technical  team  4 

How  can  I help  QBL ? 4 


Jono  Pym  a QBL 
supporter  from  Dublin 
has  negotiated  a 30,000 
euro  ($30,500)  grant  from 
the  overseas  aid  fund  of 
the  Irish  Government. 
Early  in  July  the  first 
half  of  the  grant  was 
sent  to  the  QBL  office  in 
La  Paz.  Within  a week 


our  team  there  had  used 
this  to  buy  medical 
equipment  for  the  Amacari 
Health  Center  by  Lake 
Titicaca.  Additionally  a 
very  generous  donation  of 
10,000  euros  was  received 
from  Irish  Quaker  Aid. 
This,  together  with  a grant 
of  $10,000  from  the  ABM 


Foundation  in  Virginia 
means  that  the  QBL-built 
health  center  is  now  fully 
equipped  and  able  to 
provide  a high  standard 
of  health  care  for  up  to 
8,000  people  in  the 
region. 
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NEWS  UPDATE 


Eusebio  Jullurana  - A portrait  of  one  man  and  his 
family  from  the  Pallcapampa  project 


Two  years  ago  QBL  funded  an 
irrigation  project  at  Pallcapampa 
in  the  Sorata  Valley.  This  has 
brought  water  to  the  fields  of  22 
families. 

Among  the  beneficiaries  is  Eusebio 
Jullurana.  He  lives  in  a two  room 
adobe  brick  house  high  up  a steep 
Andean  hillside.  Eusebio  and  his 
wife  Maria  have  six  children.  Four 
years  ago  they  took  in  three  more 
children  who  had  been  orphaned. 
One  of  them  is  a deaf  mute. 

During  the  summer  tourist  season 
Eusebio  works  as  a mountain 
guide,  leading  Europeans  and 
Americans  up  21,000  feet  Illampu. 


Eusebio  and  his  wife  Maria 


He  earns  $2  a day. 


Irrigation  has  meant  that  the 
family  are  able  to  grow  vegetables 
throughout  the  long  dry  season  on 
their  one  hectare  of  land.  With  his 
carefully  saved  profits  Eusebio  has 
built  his  own  greenhouse  where  he 
now  cultivates  tomatoes  for  sale  in 
local  village  markets. 

Eighteen  months  ago  Maria  and 
their  youngest  boy  Omar  contracted 
TB.  Thanks  to  generous  help  from  a 
QBL  supporter  in  San  Diego,  Omar 
has  received  treatment  and  is  now 
free  of  TB.  Maria  needs  a second 
course  of  treatment  for  which  they 
have  no  money. 

The  community  of  Pallcapampa  has 
asked  QBL  funding  for  400m  of 


A bridge  for  Chuchulaya 


For  three  months  each  rainy  season 
the  people  of  Chuchulaya  cannot 
cross  the  River  San  Cristobal.  This 
means  that  they  are  not  able  to  get 
their  produce  to  market.  Children 
cannot  get  to  school.  Sick  people 
have  no  access  to  medical  attention. 
Several  villagers  have  been 
drowned  trying  swim  the  river  in 
recent  years. 

During  August  the  civil  engineer  on 
the  QBL  Bolivia  team  Hans 


Zandvliet  made  a careful  and 
detailed  study  of  the  construction  of 
a bridge  over  the  river.  He 
recommends  a suspension  bridge 
with  steel  cables  and  a wooden  deck 

“No  man  made  a greater 

mistake  than  he  who  did 

nothing  because  he  could 

only  do  a little 

Thomas  Hobbes 


Kenakagua  greenhouses 


QBL  has  funded  greenhouse 
construction  in  four  communities  on 
the  Altiplano.  The  combination  of 
tropical  sun  and  the  dry  cold  at 
almost  13,000  feet  mean  that 
greenhouses  can  provide  perfect 
conditions  for  growing  vegetables. 

At  Kenakagua  we  have  built  13 
substantial  greenhouses.  Each  has 


a 15  meter  deep  well  and  pump 
outside  which  brings  clear  fresh 
water  throughout  the  year.  It  is  an 
incredible  sight  to  step  inside  the 
heat  of  a greenhouse  from  the  cold 
dusty  Altiplano  and  see  tomatoes, 
celery,  chard  and  lettuce  looking  so 
green  and  healthy.  The  best  sight  of 
all  is  the  proud  faces  of  the  people  of 
Kenakagua. 


to  cross  the  32  metre  span.  We  are 
expecting  this  to  cost  around  $7000, 
with  the  local  people  supplying  the 
labour.  A large  proportion  of  the 
estimate  is  taken  up  by 
transportation  costs  to  this  remote 
region. 

QBL  is  hopeful  that  we  can  raise 
funds  to  for  the  people  of 
Chuchulaya 
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Pucarani  irrigation  revisited 


The  Pucarani  irrigation 
project  has  been  in 
operation  for  almost  two 
years  now.  It  is  part  of 
our  promise  to  our 
project  beneficiaries  that 
QBL  is  with  them  in  the 
long  term,  and  that  we 
will  keep  visiting  them 
to  check  on  any 
problems  that  may  arise. 
In  late  July  we  made  the 
five  hour  journey  from 
La  Paz  over  the  14,500  ft 
pass  and  far  down  into 
the  Sorata  Valley  where 
Pucarani  is  perched 
below  towering  Mount 
Illampu. 

With  us  came  Daniel 
Yujra  who  is  an 
agricultural  technician 


and  part  of  the  QBL  support  team  in 
Bolivia.  Daniel  was  delighted  with  the 
variety  of  crops  they  are  now  able  to 
grow,  and  how  they  were  using  good 
local  natural  fertilizers.  Since  last  year 
they  have  even  planted  peach  trees 
which  amazingly  are  already  bearing 
their  first  fruits. 

We  were  taken  to  a half  hectare  field 
where  the  potatoes  were  clearly  in  a sad 
state  with  some  sort  of  insect  or  fungal 
infestation.  Daniel  took  samples  for 
analysis  at  the  university  in  La  Paz  and 
undertook  to  return  within  a couple  of 
weeks  with  plans  for  treatment  of  the 
‘plaga’. 

In  this  way  QBL  is  ensuring  that  we  do 
really  bring  long  term  benefits  to 
communities. 

QBL  is  ensuring  that  donations  from 
our  supporters  really  do  bring  a long 
term  benefit  to  communities. 


Spreading  the  word! 


When  we  started  running 
development  projects  back  in  ‘95  we 
hadn’t  even  considered  that  the 
people  would  themselves  pass  on 
their  knowledge  and  experience  to 
others. 

At  the  recent  ‘Dia  del  Campesino’ 
gathering  on  the  Altiplano  four  of 
our  QBL  projects  had  set  up  stalls 
and  exhibitions.  Each  in  turn  was 
given  the  opportunity  to  explain 
their  project  to  the  crowd.  We  were 


excited  to  see  representatives 
from  Collo  Collo,  Kenakagua, 
Huarialtaya  and  Antapata  Baja 
each  take  the  microphone.  They 
gave  detailed  accounts  of  the 
benefits  of  their  QBL  community 
project.  There  is  a deep  spirit  of 
sharing  among  the  Aymara 
people. 

Later  we  feasted  on  a lunch  of 
guinea  pigs  reared  at 
Huarialtaya! 


Canoria  Huanca  of  Collo  Collo 
explaining  greenhouse  production. 


Potential  Future  Projects 


As  always,  we  have  a line  of 
projects  waiting  for  approval  and 
funding. 

Our  Bolivia  team  make  a very 
careful  assessment  of  each  potential 
project — Is  it  viable?  Will  the  people 
need  training?  Is  there  a market  for 
whatever  they  will  produce?  Is  it 
sustainable  in  the  long-term  ? Is  it 
environmentally  friendly?  What  are 


the  technical  challenges? 

Our  donors  and  supporters  know 
that  before  a penny  of  their  money 
is  spent  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  be  sure  that  measurable  benefit 
will  come  to  the  community. 

Among  projects  waiting  assessment 
and  evaluation  are  - 


• Eight  greenhouses  for 
Colquencha  75  miles  south  of 
La  Paz 

• Production  of  native  breed 
hens  at  Suriquina 

• Community  cheese,  yoghurt 
and  butter  production  at  Ayllu 
Corpa  near  the  Peruvian 
border. 


A QUAKER  RESPONSE 
TO  POVERTY 


Quaker  Bolivia  Link 
2925  Cowley  Way,  #C 
San  Diego 
CA  921  17 


Phone:  619  275  2924 


Email:  quabolink@aol.com 


Quaker 

BoliviaLink 


We  believe  that  responsibility  is 
laid  upon  each  individual 
Friend  in  our  world  family,  to 
make  a new  ’holy  experiment’  in 
practical  living 

Friends  World  Conference,  1952 


Quaker  Bolivia  Link  was  founded  in  the  UK  in  1995  by  the  members 
of  the  first  Quaker  Study  Tour  of  Bolivia.  They  had  seen  the  huge 
needs  of  the  Bolivian  people.  They  were  also  inspired  by  the  fact  that 
relatively  small  amounts  of  money  together  with  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  Bolivians  themselves  could  make  a real  difference. 

On  January  1st  1999  QBL  opened  an  office  in  California.  There  is 
now  an  active  board  of  administrators  and  fund  raisers  from  San 
Diego  to  Washington  DC. 

QBL  works  alongside  the  people.  Ideas  for  projects  come  from 
them.  We  supply  the  assessment,  training,  technical  support  and 
finance. 

According  to  UNICEF  Bolivia  is  the  poorest  country  in  South  America.  Four 
out  of  five  houses  have  no  electricity  or  running  water.  97%  of  the  rural 
population  live  below  the  UN  recognised  poverty  line.  In  La  Paz  I in  3 
families  depend  solely  on  street  selling  for  a living. 


QBL  technical  team 


QBL  has  built  up  an  impressive 
team  of  technicians  and  experts  to 
ensure  that  projects  are  fully 
assessed  and  supported. 

Our  tireless  administrators 
Bernabe  and  Hilario  at  the  La  Paz 
office  still  make  long  and  tiring 
journeys  to  the  project  sites.  Now 
QBL  has  the  support  of  the 
following  consultation  team- 


us  either  as  a volunteer  or  on  a 
daily  contract  basis.  They 
undertake  to  follow  projects  though 
with  long  support  and  advice. 

QBL  is  hugely  grateful  for  the 
obvious  dedication  of  the  team, 
which  is  bringing  real  sustainability 
to  the  work  of  QBL. 


David  Ramirez- 
engineer. 


irrigation 


Alberto  Quelali-  agronomist 

Richard  Becket — engineer 

Asunta  Tola — adviser  on 
women’s  issues 

Hans  Zandvliet — civil  engineer 
Daniel  Yujra — agronomist 
Andres  Vargas — veterinarian 


Each  of  these  will  work  for 


David  Ramirez  and  Richard  Becket  discussing  the 
Suriquina  irrigation  plans  in  La  Paz. 


...  and  most 
important  - 
How  can  I help? 

Quaker  Bolivia  Link  has  a growing 
number  of  donors  and  supporters. 
Quaker  Meetings  from  London  to 
Los  Angeles  have  made  collections 
or  put  on  fund  raising  events. 

We  know  that  while  our  economies 
are  experiencing  a low,  Bolivia  is  in 
a grave  economic  crisis  with  a 
draining  of  international  investment 
funds.  The  fear  is  that  the  collapse 
in  Argentina  will  spread  through 
South  America. 

Happily  our  supporters  are  staying 
loyal  and  donations  continue  to 
arrive  in  the  US  and  UK. 

If  you  would  like  help  in  organising 
a fund  raising  collection  at  your 
meeting  do  get  in  touch. 

If  you  want  to  send  a donation, 
simply  make  your  check  payable  to 

Quaker  Bolivia  Link. 


“Si  a la  Vida” 
Walks  with  the 
Street  Kids  in  Nicaragua 


There ’s  a saying  in  Nicaragua:  “Tell  me 
with  whom  you  walk,  and  Til  tell  you  who 
you  are  ” (Dime  con  quien  an  das,  y te  dire 
quien  eres). 

by  Millie  Royce 

Agate  Passage  Worship  Group 

It  was  the  spring  of  1998,  and  in  spite  of 
a light  breeze  and  partial  shade  under 
tall  trees,  the  midday  heat  was  intense. 
We  were  standing  with  our  friend,  Jonathan 
Roise,  on  a slope  above  the  lake  shore  on 
Ometepe  Island  in  Lake  Nicaragua,  trying 
to  imagine  how  this  piece  of  land,  a 1 7 acre 
plantain  farm,  might  become  a “second 
level”  Si  a la  Vida  center  for  the  rehabili- 
tation of  street  kids. 

We  had  just  come  from  a week  in 
Managua  with  the  original  Si  a la  Vida 
project,  co-founded  in  1994  by  Jonathan,  a 
Seattle  Quaker,  to  care  for  a dozen  or  so 
boys  at  a time.  There  we’d  seen  how  im- 
poverished street  kids  struggle  not  only 
with  addiction  to  la  pega  (the  glue),  but 
also  with  problems  of  aggression,  low  self 
image,  and  hyperactivity.  They  often  re- 
quire months  of  group  and  individual 
therapy  for  basic  stabilization,  and  many 
fall  back  into  the  “street  life”  before  they 
make  it.  For  those  who  respond  and  stay  in 
the  program,  the  creation  of  an  “advanced 
level”  center  seemed  to  us  an  important  step. 
On  Ometepe  Island,  these  boys  (most  only 
recently  able  to  read  and  write)  would  con- 
tinue in  therapy,  attend  public  school,  and 
leam  carpentry,  mechanics  and  other  skills 
(even  computers),  in  a clean,  rural  environ- 
ment. As  we  watched  the  gentle  surf  roll 
against  the  beach,  we  were  sure  of  one  thing: 
the  kids  would  love  it  here! 

A new  center  would  take  hard  effort — 
and  hard  cash.  And  Si  a la  Vida’s  budget, 
along  with  the  Ometepe  project,  must  in- 
clude the  daily  needs  of  the  original  center 
in  Managua,  its  essential  outreach  program 
to  kids  in  the  streets  and  markets,  and  its 
own  much-needed  additional  construction. 
With  no  NGO’s  or  big  grants  to  help,  we 
were  dependent  on  loyal  community-ori- 
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ented  funding  groups  and  personal  do- 
nations to  support  this  vital  work. 

But  Jonathan  was  way  ahead  of 
us,  already  mapping  this  plantain  farm 
for  gardens,  orchards,  and  play  fields 
(keeping  some  plantains  as  a cash 
crop),  and  drawing  plans  for  living 
spaces  and  workshops  for  up  to  60  young- 
sters. He  could  see  it  all  happening,  and  he 
knew  the  island  town  of  Altagracia,  only  a 
mile  away,  had  a good  school  system,  was 
clean,  virtually  drug-free,  and  friendly. 


High  School  Graduate, 
Carlos  Enrique 


Back  in  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of 
1998,  responses  to  our  Seattle/Bainbridge 
support  group’s  letter  of  appeal,  and  efforts 
of  supporters  in  Spain,  brought  funding  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  land.  In  early  1999, 
counting  on  the  support  of  dedicated  indi- 
vidual Friends,  other  friends  and  activist 
groups  in  Europe,  the  US,  and  New  Zealand, 
Jonathan  brought  to  Ometepe  four  boys 
(ages  8-15)  from  Si  a la  Vida  in  Managua. 
He  rented  a temporary  house  for  them  in 
Altagracia  and  enrolled  them  in  public 
school.  With  a local  Nicaraguan  staff  of  tu- 
tor/educators, housekeeper,  cook,  and  a psy- 
chologist—and  occasional  international 
volunteers  to  assist  the  program — the  num- 


ber of  “advanced”  boys  grew  to  ten.  Local 
workmen  began  construction  on  the  land, 
with  help  from  several  short-term  volunteer 
builder-teams  from  the  US.  On  weekends 
the  kids  carried  stones,  dug  ditches,  made 
trails,  andcared  for  new  gardens  and  fruit 
trees. 

Occasional  lapses  in  funding  slowed 
construction,  but  gradually  Jonathan’s  de- 
signs on  paper  began  to  take  shape  on  the 
land.  First,  a storeroom,  then  the  multi-pur- 
pose room,  office,  and,  in  2001,  a hand- 
some, fifteen-bed  residence,  Casa  Jose 
Maria,  was  ready  and  soon  filled  to  capac- 
ity. By  mid-2002,  a well-equipped  kitchen 
was  finished.  The  second  residence,  a bas- 
ketball court,  and  a training  workshop  in 
carpentry  and  mechanics,  are  next  on  the 
list,  and  then  a third  dormitory,  and  finally 
a small  guest  house. 

Meanwhile,  in  Managua,  Si  a la  Vida 
has  opened  a small  legal  aid  office  to  help 
defend  street  kids  or  other  poor  children  in 
trouble  with  the  law,  and  secure  birth  cer- 
tificates for  those  with  no  birth  registration. 
For  its  needed  construction,  the  Managua 
Si  a la  Vida  center  recently  received  a grant 
from  the  Austrian  Embassy. 

The  kids  in  Si  a la  Vida’s  Ometepe  cen- 
ter share  housekeeping,  laundry,  and  work 
on  the  land,  along  with  sports  and  field  trips. 
They  continue  group  and  individual  therapy, 
hold  daily  “rap  sessions”  and  weekly  house 
meetings  in  which  each  boy  helps  evaluate 
his  own  conduct  and  performance.  Of  the 
first  Ometepe  residents,  several  have  been 
reunited  with  relatives,  and  Casa  Jose  Maria 
remains  filled  to  capacity. 

The  kids  have  stayed  in  school,  sup- 
ported by  daily  tutoring  at  Casa  Jose  Maria, 
and  though  most  are  behind  in  grade  level 
for  their  ages,  several  boys  excel  in  their 
clases.  They  participate  in  sports  teams,  the 
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school  marching  band,  and  community 
folk-dance  groups.  All  this  is  helping 
to  make  Jonathan’s  dream  become  a re- 
ality. His  goal  has  always  been  for  the 
boys  to  avoid  becoming  “institutional- 
ized”; but  instead  become  self-respect- 
ing, self-reliant  individuals  who  can  in- 
tegrate into  the  community  and  into  so- 
ciety. Of  the  scores  of  kids  served  by  Si 
a la  Vida  since  1994,  many  “graduates” 
have  rejoined  their  families,  or  gone  on 
to  live  and  work  independently.  Carlos 
Enrique  has  a scholarship  to  enter  col- 
lege this  year,  and  Giovanni  is  now  a 
staff  member  in  Casa  Jose  Maria. 

Jon  Roise’s  role  continues  as  co- 
ordinator and  father  figure  for  both  Si 
a la  Vida  Centers.  Volunteer  Katie  Jo 
Slaughter  describes  him  as  “tirelessly  dedi- 
cated, self-sacrificing,  and  boundlessly 
compassionate.”  We  would  add:  “Calm, 
steady,  a peace-creating  visionary,  even  in 
difficult  situations.” 

Here’s  what  other  visitors  and  volun- 
teers have  to  say  about  Si  a la  Vida  in 
Managua  and  on  Ometepe  Island: 

Sam  (Nandi)  Janis,  six-months  stu- 
dent/volunteer in  Managua/Ometepe 
Centers,  1999-2000:  “The  fact  that  these 
kids  have  actually  gone  from  being  despera- 
dos, barely  surviving  in  the  streets,  to  being 
members  of  a supportive  family/community 


Giovani  and  his  family 

is  profound.... My  sessions  with  Karla  (psy- 
chologist) and  the  individual  kids  are  prov- 
ing to  be  the  intimate  space  where  emotional 
barriers  can  be  exposed  and  worked  at  with 
compassion  ...  I am  amazed  at  how  honest 
each  chavalo  (youth)  becomes  when  there 
are  no  peer  distractions.” 

John  Riess,  treasurer  of  NW  Support 
Group,  one-month  Ometepe  volunteer, 
Spring,  2002  “. . .1  did  carpentry,  grant-writ- 
ing and  helped  the  boys  with  (Spanish)  com- 
puter skills.  It’s  fascinating  to  see  their 
progress,  even  with  their  limited  reading  and 
writing  skills  . . . amusing  to  watch  them, 


seated  on  low  chairs  or  upside-down 
laundry  baskets  at  high  tables,  arms  level 
with  their  shoulders,  tapping  away  on  the 
keyboard.  Some  have  learned  to  touch- 
type,  and  whether  browsing  the  Atlas 
program  or  the  encyclopedia  program, 
these  kids  seem  involved,  and  all  of  them 
are  fearless.” 

Nancy  Quitslund,  Sf  a la  Vida 
Northwest  support  member,  and  fre- 
quent visitor  to  Ometepe  with 
Bainbridge/Ometepe  Sister  Islands 
Association: 

“My  first  visit  to  Si  a la  Vida  was  in 
1994,  when  the  kids  were  sleeping  on 
the  floor  of  a small  chapel,  offered  for 
night  use  by  some  wonderful  nuns  in 
Managua.  On  my  last  trip  to  Ometepe’s  Si 
a la  Vida  (spring,  2002),  I felt  so  proud  and 
happy  to  see  Giovani,  one  of  those  first  kids, 
holding  his  new  son,  and  beaming.  Giovani 
passed  through  Si  al  la  Vida,  worked  with 
the  kids  as  a night  chaperone  and  resource, 
and  is  now  a daytime  educator  with  the  boys. 
In  addition,  he  is  an  attentive  father  and  part- 
ner. Not  all  the  boys  will  be  as  successful 
as  Giovani,  but  many  will.  Gracias  to  all 
the  dedicated  Si  a la  Vida  staff,  including 
Giovani.” 

For  more  information,  e-mail  us  at 
bomiki@bainbridge.net  and  see  our  website 
at  http://www.asalv.org 


State  of  the  Meeting 
Reports  Highlights 

Agate  Passage,  WA, 
Preparative  Meeting 

Agate  Passage  Preparative  Meeting  is 
an  active  gathering  of  about  fifty+  adult 
members  and  attenders  in  the  Kitsap  Pen- 
insula region  of  Washington  State,  under  the 
care  of  University  Friends  Meeting  in  Se- 
attle. 

During  this  past  year  we  have 
transitioned  from  our  long  held  status  as  a 
Worship  Group  to  that  of  Preparative  Meet- 
ing status. 

Several  members,  including  Craig 
Jacobrown,  Alexis  Karageorge,  and  Jerry 
Rice,  have  organized  and  facilitated  a Coun- 
cil of  All  Beings.  The  Council  serves  as  a 
way  for  members  and  others  in  the  Kitsap 
community  to  get  involved  in  creatively 


engaging  in  social  issues.  Millie  and  Bob 
Royce  continue  to  keep  us  informed  and 
linked  to  the  Si  La  Vida  Center  for  Home- 
less Boys  in  Nicaragua,  while  Bob  Royce 
continues  as  our  representative  to  Friends 
Committee  on  Washington  Public  Policy. 
Both  these  projects  have  also  had  our  fi- 
nancial support. 

All  this  activity  remains  grounded  in 
our  worship  and  in  our  growing  sense  of 
community.  As  we  worship,  study  and  work 
together,  the  bond  of  fellowship  and  spirit 
connecting  us  is  a tangible  presence. — Ed 
Sheridan,  Clerk,  Agate  Passage 
Preparative  Meeting. 

Bridge  City  (Portland,  OR) 
Preparative  Meeting 

Our  Preparative  Meeting  continues  to 
find  its  spiritual  center  in  worship.  While 
not  a quietist  Meeting,  we  are  a quieter 
Meeting,  with  somewhat  less  vocal  minis- 
try than  in  past  years.  Our  25-30  regular 


attenders  represent  diverse  spiritual  paths. 
We  continue  to  share  a deep  and  abiding 
connection  with  one  another  and  with  the 
Divine,  and  these  connections  sustain  and 
nourish  us. 

Our  Meeting  has  struggled  with  the  af- 
termath of  the  9/11  tragedy,  seeking  to  un- 
derstand and  respond  to  the  terrorist  acts 
and  the  subsequent  US  military  retaliation. 
We  felt  moved  to  initiate  a gathering  with  a 
Muslim  community  in  Portland  in  order  to 
better  understand  and  support  their  experi- 
ence through  dialogue  and  exchange. 

Our  children  continue  to  grow  in  the 
Light,  exhibiting  increased  facility  for  the 
processes  of  inward  seeking.  The  seven  to 
ten  children  who  regularly  attend  First  Day 
School  have  studied  the  process  of  respond- 
ing to  queries  this  year,  learning  to  partici- 
pate in  a Worship  Sharing  and  Worship  Dis- 
cussion format. 

We  have  welcomed  back  three  Bridge 
City  Friends  whose  travels  have  taken  them 
on  interesting  journeys  of  renewal. 
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Central  Oregon  Worship  Group 

Our  Worship  Group  is  like  the  eddy  in 
the  rapid  flow  of  life.  Against  the  main 
stream  flows,  the  eddy  that  is  calm  and 
steady — a warmer  refuge  from  the  hectic 
pace  of  life’s  swift  current.  Our  members 
are  as  diverse  as  the  aquatic  life  that  clings 
to  the  rocks  and  plants.  We,  too,  cling  to 
our  values  as  we  expose  our  youth  to  alter- 
native ways  of  viewing  God,  Love,  Hope, 
and  Peace — in  hopes  of  binding  the  world 
in  Unity. 

The  children  are  braiding  a handmade 
diversity  rug.  They  have  made  banners  and 
sewn  hearts  and  read  stories  with  several 
members  of  the  group.  They  packaged  socks 
for  the  homeless.  Several  families  contrib- 
uted to  or  assisted  with  the  Bethlehem  Inn, 
a homeless  program  at  area  churches  dur- 
ing the  cold  months. 

Our  group  gathers  once  a month  to 
share  a meal  and  our  personal  lives  so  we 
can  nurture  each  other  and  grow.  The  adults 
have  supported  the  local  peace  gatherings, 
especially  Kat  Finney,  who  helped  coordi- 
nate it  prior  to  having  Freddie  [her  son  bom 
on  March  4,  2002], 

Barbara  Janoe  is  transferring  most  of 
her  clerical  responsibilities  to  other  adults 
in  the  group — indicating  support  and  com- 
mitment by  new  members.  We  appreciate 
all  she  had  done  to  act  as  the  glue  that  binds 
us. 

Buckley  (WA)  Worship  Group 

Buckley  Worship  Group  is  still  in  ex- 
istence, although  there  are  weeks  when  no 
one  comes  to  meet.  Laveme  Harris  and  Jean 
Young  are  often  the  only  attenders.  They 
have  agreed  that  the  Worship  Group  is  too 
important  for  them  to  give  up. 

Of  our  four-footed  members,  Leia,  and 
now  Scally,  have  both  passed  on.  The  group 
is  dogless.  The  two  budgies  usually  give 
voice  during  the  hour  and  Friendly  Horse 
Acres  (where  Buckley  Worship  Group) 
meets)  has  acquired  two  new  cats  who  are 
permitted  to  come  in  the  house.  They  try  to 
deepen  the  quality  of  the  worship. 

Buckley  WG  would  appreciate  any 
ideas  to  attract  new  people.  Of  course,  all 
visitors  are  welcome. 

Bellingham  (WA)  Meeting 

In  these  difficult  times,  and  with  the 


events  of  9-1 1 and  the  subsequent  War  on 
Terrorism  still  part  of  our  lives,  the 
Bellingham  Friends  Meeting  has  experi- 
enced growth  in  a number  of  ways.  Aver- 
age attendance  is  up  by  about  25%  since 
last  year. 

Our  Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Com- 
mittee, which  had  been  productively  fo- 
cused on  the  two  concerns  of  the  death  pen- 
alty and  the  situation  in  Iraq,  added  to  their 
work  by  revitalizing  Bellingham’s  weekly 
Peace  Zone  for  discussion  at  a local  coffee 
house. 

Growth  was  manifested  in  committees 
expanding  their  scope  and  responsibilities. 

Bellingham  Friends  Meeting  has  par- 
ticipated in  several  community  faith 
projects — donating  Pysansky  eggs  to  the 
interfaith  annual  auction,  collecting  blankets 
to  be  sent  to  Afghanistan  and  coats  for  low 
income  people,  and  again  this  year  shop- 
ping for  Christmas  gifts  for  a low-income 
farmworker  family.  Members  of  our  meet- 
ing are  evident  at  public  vigils  and  meet- 
ings, and  particulaly  vigorous  in  the  issues 
affecting  our  local  community. 

Eugene  (OR)  Monthly  Meeting 

The  sudden  death  of  Gery  Hubbe  on 
April  2,  2001,  left  the  Meeting  in  a state  of 
shock.  As  we  dealt  with  the  very  real,  vis- 
ceral experience  of  loss,  we  were  also  chal- 
lenged to  keep  Gery’s  spirit  alive. 

The  light  shines  joyously  at  First  Day 
School,  where  the  memory  of  Gery’s  lov- 
ing presence,  singing  and  sharing  with  the 
children,  has  inspired  many  Friends  to  take 
a more  active  role.  We  have  been  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  children  from  infants 
though  teens  totaling  about  26  children  on 
an  average  First  Day. 

Our  adult  religious  education  classes 
continue  to  provide  opportunities  for  spiri- 
tual growth.  Currently  using  George  Fox’s 
Journal  and  Quaker  Spirituality  as  texts,  the 
classes  offer  newcomers  and  longtime  mem- 
bers and  attenders  the  chance  to  learn  more 
about  Quaker  traditions  and  to  deepen  the 
sense  of  community  within  the  Meeting. 

And  yet,  in  other  areas,  due  to  the 
changing  face  of  our  Meeting — the  aging 
of  some  of  our  most  dedicated  members  and 
the  many  demands  on  families  with  young 
children — lack  of  time  and  energy  has  been 
a core  concern.  We  have  made  a particular 
effort  over  the  past  year  toward  identifying 
and  utilizing  the  varied  skills  and  spiritual 


gifts  of  members  and  attenders,  building  to- 
ward more  widespread  involvement  in  the 
concerns  of  the  Meeting. 

The  Meeting  opened  a new  door  this 
year  after  we  were  unable  to  find  Friends  to 
serve  on  the  housekeeping  committee.We 
found  unity  on  the  creation  of  a new  paid 
position,  the  Hearthkeepers,  and  after  an 
interview  process  a couple  was  hired  for  the 
job.  They  maintain  the  building,  manage  the 
schedule  of  building  use,  publish  a weekly 
announcement  page,  and  attempt  to  be  quiet 
hands  of  support,  unobtrusively  nurturing 
the  physical  environment  so  that  everyone 
can  have  the  freedom  to  grow  spiritually. 

Missoula  (MT)  Meeting 

In  the  aftermath  of  September  1 1 , our 
Meeting  grew  in  compassion,  attendance, 
and  awareness  of  each  other’s  needs  and  our 
fellow  humans’  suffering  world  wide.  This 
set  the  tone  for  the  year.  As  we  shared  our 
grief  in  Meetings  for  suffering,  wrote  let- 
ters, sang  as  the  “Quiet  Singers”  at  a gath- 
ering honoring  the  heroes  and  victims,  or- 
ganized an  interfaith  peace  service,  created 
and  sponsored  a presentation  called  “Jour- 
ney to  Understanding”  which  traveled  the 
state,  gathered  money  to  buy  blankets  to 
send  via  AFSC  to  Afghanistan,  and  used 
many  of  our  adult  education  hours  to  inform 
ourselves  about  the  issues,  we  drew  closer 
together.  When  a Meeting  family’s  home 
was  torched  in  response  to  their  petition  for 
equal  medical  coverage  at  our  local  univer- 
sity for  spouses  of  same-sex  couples,  we 
were  hit  closer  to  home.  Our  letters,  vigils 
and  work  on  our  local  peace  center’s  “Hate 
Hurts”  campaign  expressed  our  solidarity 
with  these  two  women  and  their  small  son. 

Several  of  us  began  the  creation  of 
“caring  circles”  for  those  in  Meeting  with 
special  needs  of  support  and  care.  This  has 
been  successful  and  spiritual  blessings  flow 
both  ways.  We  have  supported  Right  Shar- 
ing of  World  Resources  and  the  Poverello 
Center,  our  local  shelter  for  the  homeless 
(at  which  we  served  Easter  dinner)  through 
holding  a garage  sale  of  excess  belongings. 

Our  children’s  program  was  infused 
this  year  with  fresh  and  very  welcome  en- 
ergy. The  “Peace  Kids”  curriculum  boosted 
attendance  by  younger  and  involvement  by 
older  Friends.  We  treasure  each  person  in 
our  Meeting,  are  grateful  to  God  for  this 
deepening  community,  and  pray  for  greater 
peace  and  understanding  in  our  world.  □ 
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FCNL, 
a Friendly 
Voice  in 
Washington, 
DC 


Left  to  right:  Jonathan  Brown,  Nancy  First,  David  Culp,  Bob  First,  Bob  Schultz 


by  Bob  Schultz 

Port  Townsend  (WA) 

“Is  a faxed  message  more  certain  to  get 
my  senator’s  attention  than  a letter?” 
“Who’s  the  new  face  at  FCNL?”  “How’s 
the  building  campaign  coming  along?” — 
these  were  among  the  questions  high- 
lighted in  the  FCNL  workshops  and  ple- 
nary at  NPYM’s  general  session  in 
Corvallis,  Oregon,  July  25-28. 

David  Culp,  FCNL’s  nuclear  disarma- 
ment lobbyist,  provided  expert  advice  on 
the  best  ways  to  contact  legislators  (short 
answer:  faxes  will  be  more  timely  than  let- 
ters); and  seven  FCNL  committee  mem- 
bers led  plenary  presentations  and  inter- 
est group  workshops  to  encourage  partici- 
pation and  support  of  FCNL  and  its  local 
and  national  work  to  bring  Quaker  values 
to  bear  on  public  policy  formation. 

In  addition  to  David  Culp,  FCNL  rep- 
resentatives included  development  activ- 
ist Marge  Abbott  of  Multnomah  Meeting 
(Portland,  OR),  Policy  Committee  mem- 
ber Barry  Laing  of  South  Mountain  (OR), 
General  Committee  members  from  Olym- 
pia Bob  and  Nancy  First  (Nancy  also 
serves  on  FCNL’s  Nominating  Commit- 
tee), former  intern  Jonathan  Brown  (Uni- 
versity Meeting,  Seattle,  WA),  newly  ap- 
pointed representative  Sharon  Scott  (Sa- 
lem, OR),  and  Port  Townsend  Friend  Bob 
Schultz  (Bob  serves  as  personnel  clerk  on 
the  Executive  Committee). 

In  the  plenary  session,  following  an 
invocation  of  William  Penn’s  words  about 
true  godliness  sending  us  out  to  mend  the 
world,  and  about  FCNL  as  our  Quaker 
“candlestick”  on  Capitol  Hill  (“some  will 
say  we  should  switch  to  klieg  lights  or 
strobes!”),  approximately  100  Friends  in 
the  audience  participated  in  an  informal 
inventory  of  their  involvement  in  FCNL 
work.  It  became  clear  that  NPYM  mem- 


bers are  no  strangers  to  FCNL  publications, 
committee  work,  and  grassroots  activism. 
Friends  then  heard  Bob  Schultz  report  on 
the  high  esteem  that  Capitol  Hill  peace  and 
justice  lobbyists  have  for  FCNL  and  its 
Executive  Secretary  Joe  Volk.  Bob  stressed 
the  increasingly  urgent  need  for  FCNL’s 
leadership  on  the  Washington  lobbying 
scene.  One  reason  for  this  is  the  fact  that 
other  religious  lobbies  have  been  cutting 
back  their  staffs.  For  example,  twelve  years 
ago  there  were  twenty  full-time  advocates 
on  arms  control  issues,  while  today  there 
are  just  three  or  four.  This  is  troubling  in 
light  of  the  current  administration’s  “war  on 
terrorism,”  including  its  initiatives  to  build 
new  weapons  and  pull  back  from  nuclear 
treaties. 

During  the  plenary  session,  North  Pa- 
cific Friends  found  plenty  of  West  Coast 
content  in  the  video  called  “A  Place  Just 
Right,”  which  depicts  the  wide  range  of  is- 
sues FCNL  has  worked  on,  in  addition  to 
providing  some  “Friendly  persuasion”  on 
the  need  to  restore  its  worn-out,  but  well- 
located,  office  building  across  from  the  Hart 
Senate  Office  Building  on  Capitol  Hill.  In 
the  video,  former  California  Representative 
Ron  Dellums  is  shown  receiving  FCNL’s  Ed 
Snyder  Peace  Award;  retired  Oregon  Sena- 
tor Mark  Hatfield  speaks  of  his  coopera- 
tive work  with  FCNL  to  achieve  the  nuclear 
test  ban  legislation;  Marie  Rietmann  of  Port- 
land Representative  Earl  Blumenaur’s  of- 
fice provides  a glowing,  non-Quaker  assess- 
ment of  FCNL  accomplishments;  and 
former  lobbyist  and  California  native  Ruth 
Flower  details  FCNL’s  work  on  obtaining 


redress  for  Japanese-Americans  interned 
along  the  west  coast. 

Bob  Schultz  updated  North  Pacific 
Friends  on  both  capital  campaign  and  per- 
sonnel developments  at  FCNL.  Plans  for 
partial  demolition  and  reconstruction  of 
FCNL’s  building  are  moving  forward,  hav- 
ing been  boosted  considerably  by  securing 
approval  from  the  Historic  Preservation 
Review  Board.  The  campaign  had  achieved, 
by  June  30,  62.4%  of  its  $6.17  million 
goal.  To  meet  that  goal  will  require  contri- 
butions of  $125,000  each  month  until  the 
end  of  2003. 

One  Friend  in  the  plenary  audience 
stood  to  ask:  “Will  you  please  ask  us  for 
money?”  Bob  was  quick  to  comply.  Al- 
though meeting  the  campaign  goal  will  re- 
quire thoughtful  and  prayerful  major 
“stretching”  commitments  from  many 
Friends,  the  impromptu  response  to  Friends 
Bulletin  Editor  Anthony  Manousos’  pass- 
ing of  his  handsome  straw  hat  was  gratify- 
ing— $252.35  was  collected  before  the  ple- 
nary adjourned. 

Other  FCNL  news  included  a report  on 
the  just-announced  appointment  of  Bridget 
Moix  in  a newly  added  Legislative  Secre- 
tary position.  Bridget,  a member  of  15th 
Street  Meeting  in  New  York  City,  brings  a 
rich  background  of  FCNL  intern  experience, 
graduate  studies  in  “peaceful  alternatives  to 
violent  conflict,”  and  service  in  the  Quaker 
UN  Office.  She  is  scheduled  to  begin  work 
on  Capitol  Hill  on  September  17. 

The  plenary  concluded  with  encourage- 
ment to  Friends  to  contact  Tim  Bamer,  Na- 
tional Director  of  Area  Campaigns  at  FCNL, 
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to  obtain  a copy  of  the  video  (“A  Place  Just 
Right”)  to  share  in  their  Meeting  (or  inter- 
faith) communities.  Bob  also  passed  along 
Tim’s  list  of  FCNL’s  three  current 
challenges: 

( 1 )  to  promote  peaceful  alternatives  to 
the  “War  on  Terror;” 

(2)  to  replace  its  seriously  defunct 
building;  and 

(3)  to  continue  to  grow  its  base  of  ac- 
tivists/donors. 

The  session  ended  with  a lively  ex- 
change of  questions  and  comments  from 
Friends  in  the  audience. 

“A  Place  Just  Right” 
for  FCNL 

The  FCNL  Education  Fund — Capital 
Campaign  reached  $3,902,000,  or  63%  of 
its  $6. 1 7 million  goal,  as  of  August  1 5 . With 
partial  demolition  and  reconstruction  sched- 
uled to  begin  on  the  Capitol  Hill  site  during 
August  2003,  final  selection  of  a contractor 
is  in  progress.  The  FCNL  staff  will  be  relo- 
cated nearby  for  more  than  a year  as  of  July 
2003. 

The  reconstructed  building  will  have  a 
ramp  and  elevator  to  make  it  barrier  free,  a 


Bob  Schultz 


larger  conference  room  to  ease  the  stand- 
ing room  only  condition  of  many  briefings 
and  coalition  meetings,  25%  more  usable 
office  space  and  many  “green”  features  sup- 
porting energy  conservation.  A worthy 
project  goal  not  to  be  overlooked  is  that  we 
will  have  a structurally  sound  building  that 
is  safe  for  all  who  work  and  gather  there. 

Since  the  building  is  owned  by  the 
FCNL  Education  Fund,  Capital  Campaign 


contributions  are  tax  deductible  and  can  be 
spread  over  as  much  as  three  years.  During 
the  remainder  of  2002  and  2003  FCNL  vol- 
unteers and  staff  will  be  working  to  widen 
the  circle  of  campaign  participation  from 
520  to  over  1,300  donors. 

The  Capital  Campaign  Core  Commit- 
tee (Binford  Farlow,  Clerk)  is  inviting  ev- 
ery Friends  Meeting  to  feature  FCNL’s  work 
in  a program  so  that  more  members  might 
receive  the  FCNL  newsletter  and  become 
new  activist  constituents.  Those  Friends 
who  are  FCNL  constituents  know  the  unique 
role  that  the  FCNL  office,  located  across 
the  street  from  the  staff  of  the  US  Senate, 
plays  in  the  FCNL  witness  to  national  deci- 
sion makers. 

Much  of  the  information  related  to  the 
FCNL  Education  Fund  - Capital  Campaign 
can  now  be  found  at  the  FCNL  website 
[www.fcnl.org]  by  clicking  the  building 
icon.  For  brochures  and  the  video  program 
“A  Place  Just  Right,”  please  contact  Tim 
Bamer,  National  Director  of  Area  Cam- 
paigns, Friends  Committee  on  National  Leg- 
islation, 245  Second  Street  NE,  Washing- 
ton DC  20002.  Phone:  202-547-6000,  ext 
147.  Fax:  202-547-6019  Toll-Free:  800- 
630-1330,  ext  147.  E-mail:  tim@fcnl.org 
http://www.fcnl.org 


Coffee,  coffee,  coffee 


(To  the  tune  of  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy”  arranged  by  John  B.  Dykes  in 
Hymns,  Ancient  and  Modern , 1861,  with  words  by  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  Friends.) 

Coffee,  coffee,  coffee,  rich  dark  brew,  we  praise  thee! 
Early  in  the  morning  our  song  shall  rise  to  thee! 

Coffee,  coffee,  coffee,  black,  with  cream,  or  latte, 
Starbucks,  Feet’s,  or  home-brewed,  any  style  will  do! 

Coffee,  coffee,  coffee,  saintly  drink  with  caffeine, 

With  creation  praise  thy  name  on  earth  and  sky  and  sea! 


Coffee,  coffee,  coffee,  through  this  morning  guide  me. 
Keep  us  sharp  through  Meeting  and  all  the  Plenaries. 


Coffee,  coffee,  coffee,  may  thy  buzz  eternal, 
Keep  me  from  drowsy  Meeting  reverie! 
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Book  Reviews 


In  Search  of  Margaret  Fell  by  Judith 
Hayden.  Quaker  Books.  Friends  House, 
Euston  Road,  London,  NW 1 2B  J,  England. 
189  pp.  Review  by  Elsa  F.  Glines,  Straw- 
berry Creek  Meeting,  Berkeley,  CA. 

In  Search  of  Margaret  Fell  is  partly  an 
historical  novel  and  partly  Judith  Hayden’s 
search  for  God  through  the  medium  of  Mar- 
garet Fell’s  life.  It  is  a novelist’s  biography, 
briefly  giving  the  facts  of  the  life  of  Marga- 
ret Fell,  who  was  one  of  the  most  signifi- 
cant figures  in  the  founding  of  Quakerism 
in  seventeenth  century  England. 

The  wife  of  Judge  Thomas  Fell  and  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  Margaret  was  con- 
verted by  George  Fox,  whom  she  married 
many  years  later.  Hayden  has  expanded  on 
what  is  known  to  imagine  the  feelings  that 
accompanied  Margaret  Fell’s  actions  as  she 
changed  from  living  a conventional  gentry 
life  at  her  home,  Swarthmore  Hall,  to  being 
a main  support  of  early  Friends,  the  “Pub- 
lishers of  Truth.”  Margaret  gave  shelter  to 
Friends,  wrote  hundreds  of  letters,  published 
pamphlets  defending  Quaker  principles,  and 
suffered  for  years  in  prison. 

A large  part  of  the  book  is  Hayden’s 
description  of  the  feelings,  the  doubts  and 
sorrows,  that  Margaret  experienced.  Hayden 
gives  an  interesting  portrait  of  Judge  Fell 
and  the  effects  of  Margaret’s  strong  religious 
life  on  their  marriage. 

Interspersed  are  Hayden’s  memories 
and  reflections  on  her  own  life:  “I  claim  my 
right  to  ‘meddle  in  the  things  of  God,’  to 
take  a journey  through  two  lives  and  tell  of 
two  women  growing  into  faith.  I walk  two 
paths,  speak  in  two  voices  that  I might  un- 
derstand how  God  lives  in  both  of  us.” 

She  compares  Margaret’s  book, 
Women ’s  Speaking  Justified,  and  Hayden’s 
own  struggle  to  “celebrate  what  it  is  to  be  a 
woman  before  God.” 

The  story  of  Margaret  Fell’s  life  is  flu- 
ently and  gracefully  told.  Hayden  includes 
many  quotations  from  early  writings, 
Margaret’s  and  others,  that  give  the  flavor 
of  the  wonderful  prose  of  that  era. 

The  facts  are  correct,  but  whether 
Hayden’s  interpretation  of  Margaret  Fell’s 
emotions  is  valid  is  a different  question.  I 


Please  note  that  the  review  of  Rex  Ambler 's 
book  Truth  of  the  Heart  (FB,  Sept.  2002,  p. 
18)  was  by  Robert  Griswold. 


have  been  studying  Margaret  Fell  for  some 
years  and  have  come  to  a different 
view, which  may  or  may  not  be  correct. 
Hayden  emphasizes  Margaret’s  sorrow,  un- 
happiness, and  suffering.  Although  these 
were  a part  of  her  life,  as  they  are  for  every- 
one, they  did  not  dominate.  Margaret  was  a 
woman  of  great  faith,  strength  and  courage, 
as  well  as  warmth  and  charm.  However,  the 
book  does  not  claim  to  be  a biography.  It  is 
one  person’s  telling  of  a good  life  and  a great 
story. 

Waging  Peace  for  a Living:  An  Action  Plan 
for  Survival  of  Life  on  Earth  by  Walt  Tay- 
lor. 1999.  231  pp.,  soft  cover:  $25.  Copies 
available  from  Walt  Taylor’s  widow  at  95 
Knoop  Lane,  Eugene,  OR  97404,  for  $5  to 
cover  postage.  Walt  died  in  June,  2002. 
Review  by  Lois  Barton,  Eugene  (OR) 
Meeting. 

This  book  presents  a carefully  thought 
out  concept  inspired  by  extensive  awareness 
of  social,  political,  economic  and  ecologi- 
cal affairs  the  world  around.  The  first  chap- 
ter sets  the  stage  for  seriously  engaging 
ourselves  in  a program  to  avoid  “terra-cide” 
(the  destruction  of  our  planet).  Throughout 
the  book  we  are  reminded  that  the  “powers 
that  be”  control  dissemination  of  informa- 
tion, including  a statement  by  nearly  1,700 
of  the  world’s  leading  scientists  from  71 
different  countries,  104  Nobel  Laureates 
among  them,  which  was  signed  in  1993. 
This  two  page  statement  warns  humanity  of 
impending  catastrophe  if  we  do  not  reverse 
our  present  direction. 

Walt  Taylor  proposes  developing  a list 
of  all  the  work  needed  to  turn  our  world  to 
sustainable  development,  and  the  means  of 
paying  for  the  work.  He  is  concerned  that 
unemployment  is  used  as  a tool  for 
controlling  inflation.  Everyone  deserves  the 
right  to  gainful  employment  at  work  that  is 
beneficial  to  the  planet  and  its  people.  Us- 
ing dictionary  definitions  for  “growth”  and 
“development,”  he  points  out  that  we  can- 
not continue  economic  “growth”  based  on 
natural  resources  which  are  finite. 

His  suggestion  about  how  to  start  is  to 
have  some  non-governmental  organizations 
(who  are  already  at  this  kind  of  work)  col- 
laborate to  develop  a comprehensive  list  of 
needed  work,  and  a cooperative  funding  ar- 
rangement to  make  it  do-able.  He  posits  a 
trillion  dollar  annual  fund  to  cover  this  work, 
and  suggests  a common  fund  shared  by  all 
the  NGOs  as  the  most  reasonable  procedure. 


Taylor  concedes  that  he  is  an  incorri- 
gible optimist,  but  justifies  this  condition 
by  what  he  calls  Taylor’s  Law:  “Optimism 
is  essential  for  life  even  when  it  may  not 
seem  justified  by  the  available  evidence.” 

He  lists  seven  reasons  for  optimism: 

1)  Expanding  public  awareness. 

2)  Greater  appreciation  for  aboriginal 
wisdom. 

3)  A demonstration  of  sustainable  for- 
estry. 

4)  A change  that  already  exists  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  many  people. 

5)  The  Jubilee  2000  international  debt 
cancellation  program. 

6)  Awareness  of  the  need  to  take  re- 
sponsibility for  the  next  seven  generations. 

7)  Waging  Peace  for  a Living. 

Appendix  I lists  96  NGOs  whose  plat- 
forms include  characteristics  such  as  a con- 
cern for  international  peace,  human  rights, 
ecological  economics,  survival,  women,  mi- 
norities, aboriginal,  and  third  world  affairs. 
Appendix  II  is  a draft  time  table  for  waging 
peace.  Appendix  III  is  a draft  budget  for 
the  one  year  research  project.  Appendix  IV 
lists  the  purposes  of  a Waging  Peace  soci- 
ety which  was  established  July  26,  1993  in 
British  Columbia,  Canada. 

Come  Pray:  A Guide  to  Deeper  Personal 
and  Corporate  Prayer  by  Mary  Glenn 
Hadley.  Friends  United  Press:  Richmond, 
Indiana,  2001.  $15.00.  153  pp,  soft  bind- 
ing. Review  by  Lois  Barton,  Eugene  (OR) 
Meeting. 

Mary  Glenn  Hadley  spent  nearly 
twenty  years  in  the  mission  field  in  Kenya, 
where  she  served  as  a nurse  and  teacher  in 
the  Bible  School  at  a Friends’  mission. 

The  darkest  time  of  her  life  there  was 
when  she  was  blindfolded,  bound  hand-and- 
foot,  and  raped.  She  was  not  rescued  for  1 6 
hours  and  by  this  time  her  hands  and  feet 
were  turning  black  for  lack  of  circulation. 
But  at  no  time,  even  during  this  horrible 
ordeal,  did  she  feel  abandoned  by  God. 
Since  1980  she  has  been  a pastor  among 
Friends  and  is  currently  administrator  of  an 
apartment  complex  for  seniors. 

This  book  is  a how-to  manual  for  indi- 
vidual and  community  prayer  The 
early  chapters  define  prayer  and  give  in- 
structions for  personal  growth  in 
prayer.  Each  chapter  ends  with  a summary 
of  its  contents  and  a brief  “Reflect  and  Re- 
spond” paragraph.  Using  biblical  stories  to 
illustrate  the  steps,  suitable  content,  God’s 
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A Friendly  Response: 

Dear  Editor: 

My  wife  has  subscribed  to  Friends  Bulletin 
for  several  years.  It  is  only  in  the  last  sev- 
eral months  that  I have  started  to  read  it.  I 
have  been  very  impressed  by  the  range  of 
articles.  While  I don’t  always  agree  with  the 
authors,  I appreciate  the  wide  range  of  views 
expressed.  Thus  I am  very  saddened  to  have 
to  write  to  you  about  an  ad  that  appeared  in 
the  June  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin.  That  ad 
reads  in  part: 

“AFSC  seeks  regional  director  to  be 

based  in  Pasadena,  CA No  straight 

white  men  or  white  women  need  apply.” 
Of  course  the  ad  didn’t  quite  read  like 
that.  What  it  did  say  was: 

“AFSC  seeks  regional  director  to  be 
based  in  Pasadena,  CA.  Women,  People  of 
Color,  people  w/disabilities  and  lesbian,  gay 
& bisexual  people  encouraged  to  apply.” 
At  one  time,  not  so  long  ago,  some  help 
wanted  ads  read:  “help  wanted  - male”  and 
“help  wanted-female.”  Some  were  even 
more  specific:  “No  blacks/Chinese/Jews/ 
(fill  in  your  minority)  need  apply.” 

By  singling  out  specific  racial,  ethnic, 
sexual  and  handicapped  classes  of  people 
the  AFSC  is  actively  discouraging  the  non- 
listed  classes.  There  are  words  for  some  of 
these  actions:  racism,  sexism. 

Perhaps  AFSC  should  have  used  alter- 
native wording  such  as:  “The  AFSC  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer,”  or  “The  AFSC 
encourages  all  people  regardless  regardless 
of  the  sex,  sexual  orientation,  and  race  to 
apply.” 


My  former  employer  often  indoctri- 
nated us  on  racial  sensitivity.  One  of  the 
few  things  that  I remember  is:  “There  is  no 
such  thing  as  reverse  discrimination.  Dis- 
crimination is  discrimination.”  Perhaps 
AFSC  needs  to  look  within  itself  and  root 
out  the  causes  of  discrimination. — Peter 
D 'Angelo,  Strawberry  Creek  (Berkeley,  CA) 
Meeting 

Thanks  for  your  response.  FYI:  of  the  15  or 
so  paid  staff  currently  employed  by  the  Pa- 
cific Southwest  Regional  Office  eleven  are 
non-white,  eleven  are  female,  three  are 
white  females,  and  only  one  is  a white  male. 
When  I suggested  your  wording  for  the  job 
notice  on  p.  20, 1 was  told  that  AFSC’s  af- 
firmative action  statement  cannot  be 
changed. — Editor. 


Memorial  Minutes 


Jack  S.  Haller 

Jack  Sylvester  Haller  was  bom  in  Centralia, 
WA,  and  grew  up  in  the  Chehalis  area  in  a 
Methodist  family.  During  the  war  he  worked  at 
Boeing  and  later  at  Washington  Natural  Gas 
Company.  Jack  married  Ethel  in  Seattle  in  Au- 
gust of  1952.  While  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  he  became  a lay  preacher.  In  1 960,  Jack 
became  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at 
Villa  Street  Meeting  in  California  and  has  regu- 
larly attended  ten  different  meetings  and  wor- 
ship groups  since  that  time.  He  has  had  mem- 
bership in  seven  of  those  Meetings  with 
Mendocino,  CA,  being  the  last.  After  becoming 
a Quaker,  his  life  work  was  committed  to  pro- 


initiatives and  points  for  self-awareness, 
the  reader  can  gain  maturity  in  prayer  life. 

The  second  half  is  directed  to  churches. 

What  part  does  prayer  play  in  the  life  of  the 
church?  How  can  the  church  become  a 
“House  of  Prayer”?  Is  it  committed  to  the 
needs  of  the  community?  She  provides  ex- 
plicit instructions  for  outreach  that  are 
within  the  possibility  of  a congregation. 

The  conclusion  contains  two  chapters 
and  a sample  of  a corporate  prayer  event. 

Mary  Hadley  creatively  demonstrates  the 
use  of  Scripture  to  inform  prayer  and  de- 
scribes how  to  “Pray  with  a Parable.” 

Her  examples  throughout  are  tied 
closely  to  the  Bible.  Her  theology  brings 
Jesus’  presence  into  prayer  circles  and  pre- 
sents God  as  a loving  source  of  answer  to 
prayers,  once  we  learn  to  listen  for  His 
leadings.  She  quotes  biblical  chapter  and 
verse  to  nofe  that  we  must  confess  our  sins 
and  seek  forgiveness  before  our  prayers  are 
acceptable  to  God.  She  believes  in  the  value 
of  vocal  prayer  for  individuals  as  well  as 
groups,  suggesting  that  as  we  come  to  know 
the  heart  of  others  through  their  spoken 
words  the  group  is  able  to  grow  closer  to 
God.  Each  chapter  includes  stories  about 
how  prayer  has  been  answered  in  many  situ- 
ations, both  personal  and  group. 

The  whole  concept  of  the  book  seems 
more  applicable  to  a church  situation 
than  to  an  unprogrammed  Friends  Meeting. 

At  the  same  time  her  listed  reasons  for 
prayer  are  compelling  and  appropriate.  The 
Bible  tells  us  that  God  invites  us  to  pray. 

Prayer  opens  the  way  for  us  to  know  God 
intimately.  It  moves  us  to  God’s  agenda, 
keeps  us  alive  spiritually,  and  frees  God’s 
power  to  work. 

A word  of  thanks 

To  Lois  Barton,  our  faithful  book 
reviewer,  who  has  contributed 
dozens  of  reviews  over  the  past 
couple  of  years.  A birthright 
Wilburite  Friend  bom  1918  in  Ohio, 
Lois  graduated  from  a Quaker 
boarding  school,  served  on  the  Peace 
Committee  of  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting, 
conservative,  and  was  a representa- 
tive from  that  meeting  to  the  conference  in  Richmond,  Indiana  which 
established  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation.  In  Oregon, 
she  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Eugene  Monthly  Meeting  and  served  as 
assistant  clerk  of  PYM  under  Francis  Dart.  She  authored  a book  about 
Philadelphia  Friends  work  with  the  Senecas  entitled  A Quaker  Promise 
Kept,  as  well  as  two  books  of  brief  biographical  sketches  and  poetry.  We 
appreciate  all  her  good  work! 
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Introducing  Friends 
Bulletin ’s  new  office 
assistant,  Anna  Kee... 

Anna  Kee  became  our  office  assistant 
when  we  moved  our  office  to  Torrance 
this  summer.  A native  of  Kuala 
Lampur,  Malaysia,  Anna  earned  her 
B.S.M.  chemistry  at  Whittier  College 
in  Whittier,  CA,  where  she  first 
helped  out  with  Friends  Bulletin  as  a 
volunteer.  She  brings  her  considerable 
skills  as  an  office  organizer  and  database  manager  to  our  magazine, 
for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

Our  thanks  also  go  to  my  patient  and  loving  spouse,  Kathleen  Ross, 
who  served  as  Friends  Bulletin  assistant  for  two  years  until  she  was 
assigned  to  a full-time  position  as  a Methodist  pastor  here  in  Tor- 
rance. 
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moting  social  justice.  Jack  worked  in  several  ca- 
pacities for  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee including  fund  raising  out  of  Pasadena, 
CA,  and  equal  employment  for  minorities  in 
Houston,  TX.  After  the  civil  rights  legislation 
passed  in  1965,  the  Hallers  lived  and  worked 
with  the  Northern  Cheyenne  people  in  eastern 
Montana.  They  were  adopted  by  one  family, 
given  Cheyenne  names  and  have  always  re- 
mained close  to  the  Cheyenne.  Jack’s  Cheyenne 
name,  “Hotoawoah”  means  “Buffalo  Hump”  (the 
hump  of  the  buffalo  has  the  toughest  hide  and 
the  most  tender  meat). 

During  the  1 970s,  Jack  served  as  headmas- 
ter and  teacher  of  history  and  Quaker  philoso- 
phy at  The  Meeting  School,  a Quaker  boarding 
school  and  farm  in  New  Hampshire.  Within  the 
past  year,  a Friend  and  Jack’s  mentor  from  The 
Meeting  School  sent  these  words: 

“Jack  has  been  an  incredible  blessing  in  my 
life.  There  has  never  been  anyone  like  him  be- 
fore or  since.  He  was  a father,  brother,  and  friend 
in  one  nurturing  person.” 

Retirement  took  him  to  Santa  Fe  Meeting 
in  New  Mexico  where  he  and  Ethel  co-clerked 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  during  1982- 
1983.  The  US  Committee  for  UNICEF  asked 
the  Hallers  to  serve  as  field  consultants  which 
they  did  from  1984-1989.  Jack  enjoyed  living 
on  the  Mendocino  Coast  prior  to  settling  at  Warm 
Beach  Retirement  Community,  45  miles  north 
of  Seattle,  in  1998.  Here  he  was  an  active  vol- 
unteer and  attended  the  Marysville  Worship 
Group.  Jack  leaves  his  wife,  Ethel  with  their  dog, 
Toby;  daughters  Jacqueline,  Karen,  Patricia,  and 
Stefanie;  sons,  David  and  Whitman;  sixteen 
grandchildren,  fourteen  great-grandchildren,  and 
three  great-great-grandchildren. 

Alice  Bender 

Honolulu  Meeting  lost  a piece  of  its  heart 
and  fell  into  a state  of  shock  at  the  unex- 
pected death  of  Alice  Covell  Bender  on  June 
24, 2002.  Alice  was  one  of  our  faithful  caregivers 
who  regularly  visited  our  sick  and  aged.  Sensi- 
tive and  responsive  to  the  needs  of  others,  yet 
quiet,  modest,  and  self-effacing,  she  served  our 
Meeting  in  almost  every  capacity,  as  clerk  of 
every  major  committee  as  well  as  clerk  of  Meet- 
ing. We  all  profited  from  her  insight,  compe- 
tence, and  efficiency  and  considered  her  a model 
Quaker.  For  many  years,  Alice  and  her  husband 
Joe  managed  our  Thrift  Shop,  which  helped  to 
support  the  AFSC  and  our  own  Meeting’s  out- 
reach. A member  of  our  Friendly  Hands  group, 
she  did  much  knitting  and  sewing  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  needy.  As  a conscientious  Friend  she 


wrote  her  representatives  in  Washington,  DC, 
to  further  good  causes,  and  as  a retired  librarian 
she  spent  much  time  readying  books  for  the 
Friends  of  The  Library  annual  sale.  She  also 
worked  many  hours  for  the  Food  Bank.  Service 
to  the  community  was  her  ministry. 

Alice  was  bom  in  Chicago  on  November 
2,  1927,  but  spent  most  of  her  childhood  in  Ja- 
pan where  her  parents  were  Northern  Baptist 
(now  American  Baptist)  missionary  teachers  for 
many  years.  As  World  War  II  threatened,  at  age 
sixteen,  she,  with  her  brother,  was  sent  back  to 
Ohio  to  stay  at  the  Baptist  Missionaries 
Children’s  Home.  It  was  in  Ohio  that  she  at- 
tended high  school  before  going  on  to  Colby 
College  in  Maine  and  eventually  to  Simmons 
School  of  Library  Science  in  Boston.  In  1951, 
she  came  to  Honolulu  as  a librarian.  Because 
she  had  known  Friends  Gilbert  and  Minnie 
Bowles  in  Japan,  she  attended  Honolulu  Meet- 
ing, which  the  Bowles  had  helped  to  establish. 
Feeling  a desire  to  broaden  in  her  knowledge  of 
library  work,  she  applied  for  a job  in  the  New 
York  City  public  library  system.  It  was  at  that 
time  that  she  became  well  acquainted  with  Jo- 
seph Bender,  who  was  teaching  in  Ridgewood, 
New  Jersey.  In  1961,  they  were  married  in  New 
Jersey  under  the  care  of  the  Summit  Monthly 
Meeting.  Alice  had  many  friends  in  Honolulu, 
and  Joe’s  mother  was  a member  of  Honolulu 
Monthly  Meeting,  so  their  decision  to  return  to 
Honolulu  was  accepted  joyously. 

At  her  Memorial  Meeting  on  July  25,2002, 
it  was  aptly  said,  “In  some  magical  way,  Alice 
touched  the  hearts  and  souls  of  all  who  knew 


her.”  Her  practical  and  faithful  application  of 
high  ideals  to  daily  living  made  her  a strong 
influence  for  all  that  is  right  and  good.  Much 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  Alice  will  be 
greatly  missed.  □ 

Southern  California  Quarterly 
Meeting/ American  Friends  Service 
Committee  Joint  Youth  Service  is 
looking  for  a part  time  Project 
Coordinator.  The  coordinator  is 
responsible  for  organizing  and 
carrying  out  projects  for  teenagers 
and  college  students.  Flexible  hours, 

1/5  time  (approx.  7 hours  per  week), 
except  during  service  projects.  Some 
evening  and  weekend  meetings. 

Salary:  $6,000  per  year.  Knowledge 
of  Spanish  is  desirable.  Ability  to 
work  well  with  youth  and  diverse 
groups.  General  clerical  skills  and 
word  processing  required.  Strong 
commitment  to  non-violence  and 
experience  in  hands-on  community 
service  and  youth  work.  Women, 
people  of  color,  people  with  disabili- 
ties and  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
people  are  encouragedd  to  apply. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
by  November  15,  2002,  5:00  pm,  to: 
Lynn  Brusseau-AFSC,  980  Fair 
Oaks  Avenue,  Pasadena,  CA,  91103, 
fax  (626)  791-2205,  e-mail: 
Lbrusseau@afsc.org.  See: 
www.afsc.org 


Friends  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns  is... 

A community  of  Quakers  of  diverse  sexual  orientations  and  genders  who  believe 
that  our  spirituality  and  sexuality  are  not  only  reconciled,  but 
divinely  intertwined. . . 

Join  us  for  deep  worship  and  hearty  laughter 
FL GC  Midwinter  Gathering  2003 
Honoring  Our  Truth 
Ghost  Ranch  Conference  Center 
Abiquiu,  New  Mexico 
Feb.  14-17 

For  registration  materials: 
MWG2003@hotmail.com 

FL  GC,  c/o  Santa  Fe  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  630  Canyon  Rd., 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87501 
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Classifieds 


Quaker  Organizations 
and  Publications 

“The  humble,  meek,  merciful,  just,  pious,  and 
devout  souls  are  everywhere  of  one  religion,  and 
when  death  has  taken  off  the  mask,  they  will 
know  one  another  though  the  divers  liveries  they 
wear  here  make  them  strangers.” — William 
Penn,  1673.  For  subscriptions  and  information, 
write:  Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship,  206 
Shady  Ln,  Lexington,  KY  40503  or  E-mail: 
QUF@ot.com. 

Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life  To- 
day” for  nearly  50  years,  suc- 
ceeding periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns  and  activi- 
ties through  this  monthly  magazine.  Re- 
quest three  free  issues  or  subscribe  now 
(send  $29)  to  get  16  issues  for  the  price  of 
12.  Contact:  Friends  Journal , Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample  avail- 
able upon  request.  Join  our  family  of  Friends 
for  one  year  ( 1 0 issues)  at  $24.  For  information 
contact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Vintage  Books,  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 
E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

Quaker  Books — Rare  and  out-of-print  journals, 
history,  religion.  Contact  us  for  specific  wants. 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read  Types  <6 
Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s  goal: 
To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  visual, 
musical,  and  performing  arts  within  the  Reli- 
gious Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of  Quaker 
expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  outreach.  To 
these  ends,  we  will  offer  spiritual,  practical,  and 
financial  support  as  way  opens.  Help  build  an 
international  network  of  creative  support  and 
celebration.  Membership  $22/year.  FQA,  Dept. 
FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  E- 


mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:// 

www.  quaker.  org/fqa/index  .html . 

Schools.  Retreat  Centers.  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal  re- 
treats, family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  http : //www.  quakercenter.  org . 

Friends  House  is  a multi-level  retirement 
community  offering  independent  living  apart- 
ments and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living  facil- 
ity, skilled  nursing  and  an  adult  day  services 
program  serving  residents  and  the  wider  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  community.  Located  in  Santa  Rosa, 
Friends  House  is  easily  accessible  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  and 
the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties. 
Friends  House  is  owned  and  operated  by  Friends 
Association  of  Services  for  the  Elderly  (FASE), 
a California  not-for-profit  corporation.  The  fa- 
cility and  Board  of  Directors  are  strongly  influ- 
enced by  Quaker  traditions.  The  welfare  and 
growth  of  persons  within  an  environment  which 
stresses  independence  is  highly  valued.  Tour 
Friends  House  at  our  website  at 


A record  eight  awards  for  Quaker  leadership  projects  were  made 
this  year  by  Trustees  of  the  Clarence  and  Lilly  Pickett  Endowment 


Elizabeth  Baltero 

Greensboro , NC 


Cory  Godbey 

Mission,  TX 


Katherine  Graves 

Georgetown,  KY 


Rachel  McQuail 

Ontario,  Canada 


Andrew  Peterson  Julia  Ryberg 

Denver,  CO  Swartbachen,  Sweden 


Laura  Smoot  Kyle  Stevens 

Haverford,  PA  New  Castle,  IN 


Our  toughest 
job  was 
turning  down 
18  Friends 
when  the 
money  ran 
out 


Trustees:  Allen  Bowman,  Stephen 
Cary  ( secretary ),  Carolyn  Picket 
Miller,  Michael  Moyer,  James  Newby, 
Doris  Jean  Newlin,  Wilmer  Tjossem 
(clerk). 

Advisors:  Jay  Beede,  Elise  Boulding, 
Mary  Hoxie  Jones,  Lawrance  McK. 
Miller,  and  Gilbert  White. 


Contact:  Allen  Bowman,  William  Penn  University,  201  Trueblood  Avenue,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa 
52577.  Phone:  641-673-4190.  E-mail:  abmb4190@kdsi.net.  For  information,  to  submit  leader- 
ship nominations,  and  to  contribute  to  the  Endowment. 
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www.friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409.  707-538- 
0152. 

**** 

Resident.  Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Residents  performing  light 
hospitality  and  caretaking  duties  are  sought  for 
a dynamic  Friends  Meeting  north  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Post  inquiries  to  Resident  Committee, 

RFFM,  Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402. 

**** 

William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends  School, 
located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A small  Friends 
school  for  children,  grades  K-6,  rooted  in  Quaker 
values.  Children  are  provided  with  a quality  aca- 
demic and  a developmentally  appropriate  edu- 
cation. The  school  environment  is  caring  and 
nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  non-violent 
resolution.  For  information,  contact  Judy  Smith, 

jatesmith@earthlink.net  or  503-245-8 1 64. 

**** 

Coming  to  DC?  Stay  with  Friends  on  Capi- 
tol Hill.  William  Penn  House,  a Quaker 
Seminar  and  Hospitality  Center  in  beautiful, 
historic  townhouse,  is  located  five  blocks  east 
of  the  US  Capitol.  Convenient  to  Union  Sta- 
tion for  train  and  METRO  connections. 
Shared  accommodations  including  continen- 
tal breakfast  for  groups  & individuals.  515 
East  Capitol  Street  SE,  Washington,  DC 
20003.  E-mail:  dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org. 
Phone:  202-543-5560.  FAX:  202-543-3814. 
Interns.  9-12  month  commitment,  beginning 
January,  June,  or  September.  Assist  with  semi- 
nars and  hospitality  at  William  Penn  House,  5 
blocks  from  US  Capitol.  Room,  board,  and  small 
stipend. 

**** 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
consider  the  simple  and  economical  travel- 
ers’ rooms  at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle 
(WA).  Reservations  required:  206-632-9839 
or  E-mail:  pablopaz@juno.com. 

Services 

You  are  a part  of  history!  Preserve  your  unique 
and  valuable  stories  through  memoir  and  art.  Pri- 
mary Sources,  a storytelling  resource,  offers  mem- 
oir writing  services,  writing  and  history  classes, 
and  more,  www.primary-sources.com.  425-865- 

0409  or  storykim@attbi.com 

* 

Concerned  Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism, 
gender  equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide /Canada.  All  ages.  Straight/Gay.  Since  1984. 

Free  sample  "S.  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  M A 01 242 
a (413)  445-6309 

or  H http://www.concernedsingles.com 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres  for 
a day  at  a horse  farm.  All  ages  welcome. 
Camps  are  set  up  to  encourage  confidence  in 
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people  who  are  fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more 
experienced  horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world 
from  the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone:  360-825 
3628.  E-mail:  friendlyhorseacres@excite.com. 

Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since 
1 970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL,  Box 
117,  Gradyville,  PA  19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 

Let  the  sun  be  your  electric  company.  Budget 
Solar  has  quality  solar  products,  from  solar  fans, 
educational  kits,  books,  and  gadgets  to  PV  pan- 
els, charge  controllers,  and  inverters.  Priced  to  fit 
any  budget.  Shop  online  at 
<www.budgetsolar.com>. 

COTTAGE  FOR  RENT.  September  2002 
through  April  2003.  Quiet,  Sierra  foothills,  per- 
fect for  writer,  artist.  Near  Visalia,  CA,  Meeting. 
559-561-4610. 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  living  and 
work  space  organized!  Friendly,  professional  or- 
ganizer Marian  Rhys  can  help  you  clean  your 
physical  or  electronic  clutter  and  set  up  systems 
for  keeping  things  orderly.  Confidential  and  non- 
judgmental.  415-898-2025. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour  January 
16-28,  2003.  Visit  the  Quaker  community  of 
Monteverde.  See  the  cloud  forest  and  two 
oceans.  Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  1 1 82 
Hornbeam  Road,  Sabina,  OH  45169.  Phone/ 
FAX:  937-584-2900  or  520-364-8694  or  E- 
mail:  jstuckey@racsa.co.cr.  Website: 

www.crstudytours.com. 

CRUISE  TO  GREECE  AND  TURKEY:  Join 
Anthony  Manousos  (editor  of  Friends  Bulletin), 
his  wife  Kathleen  Ross,  and  Educational  Oppor- 
tunities Tours  for  1 1 days  of  exploring  the  life 
and  teachings  of  St.  Paul.  Leaving  on  March  1 1 
or  12,  2003  (your  choice),  visit  the  places  where 
early  Christians  developed  lay-led  faith  commu- 
nities in  Athens,  Corinth,  Thessalonika,  Neapolis, 
Philippi,  Istanbul,  Ephesus,  Dikili,  Pergamum,  and 
the  Island  of  Patmos.  Trip  includes  roundtrip  air- 
fare, motorcoaches,  cruise  ship,  guided 
sightseeing,  entrance  fees,  breakfast  and  lunch. 
No  need  to  carry  your  bags,  as  the  cruise  ship 
takes  us  to  our  next  city  overnight.  Prices  range 
according  to  cabin  choice  from  $2498  to  $3648, 
leaving  from  Los  Angeles  ($100  more  from  San 
Diego).  Save  when  you  register  early!  For  bro- 
chure write  Anthony  Manousos,  3303  Raintree 
Ave,  Torrance,  CA  90505.  E-mail: 
FriendsBul@aol.com.  Phone:  310-325-3581. 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Community  for 
your  next,  or  your  second,  home.  360  degree 


mountain  views,  4,000  ft  elevation,  often  near 
perfect  weather  among  good  friends.  Write  Roy 
Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo 
Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website: 
arizonaffiends.  com. 

**** 

Two-week  Work  Study  Program  in  New 
Delhi,  India:  Looking  for  up  to  2-4  participants 
for  a 2-week  work/study  visit  to  New  Delhi.  Times: 
Dec  15-Jan  1,2003.  Participants  will  have  to  pay 
their  way  to  India.  Food  and  lodging  at  a school 
dormitory  are  provided.  Not  luxury  accommoda- 
tions, but  clean  and  sanitary.  Participants  can  work 
for  half  the  day  and  use  the  rest  as  free  time  to 
observe,  leam  Hindi,  or  sightsee.  They  are  asked 
to  help  observe,  document  and  help  evolve  a 
Quaker-based  strategy  involving  workers’  rights 
and  education.  If  interested,  contact:  Krishna 
Seshan,  c/o  Kalpakam  Foundation,  Box  4771, 
Santa  Clara,  CA  95816-4771.  E-mail: 
krishnas@lhot.com.  408-293-0461. 

Cards  and  Flags  promoting  peace  available 
through  Kalpakam  Foundation,  Box  4771 , Santa 
Clara,  CA  95816-4771.  E-mail: 
krishnas@lhot.com.  408-293-0461.  Cards  with 
Polly  Brokaw  American  Revolutionary  Flag  with 
a Peace  Dove  in  it  with  subtitles:  Peace  on  Earth, 
What  America  Needs  is  a Peaceful  Revolution-, 
Too  Blessed  to  be  Stressed.  Card  packs  are  $5/ 

pkg  of  5.  T-shirts  ($20)  and  Table  Mats  ($5). 
**** 

QUAKER  WRITERS  AND  WOULD-BE 
WRITERS,  EDITORS,  PUBLISHERS  AND 
WEBSITE  DESIGNERS  are  invited  to  join 
Quakers  Uniting  in  Publishing  (QUIP)  an 
international  organization  of  theologically  diverse 
Friends  concerned  with  the  ministry  of  the  writ- 
ten word  who  meet  for  consultation  and  mutual 
encouragement.  It  provides  (in  a cooperative  man- 
ner) marketing  services,  funds  special  projects, 
and  organizes  gatherings.  Next  annual  meeting: 
April  24-27, 2003,  Birmingham,  England.  Topic: 
early  Quaker  writing  and  history.  Contact  Gra- 
ham Gamer  atgrahamg@fgcquaker.org.  Website: 
http://www.quaker.org/quip. 

Handy  Person  Needed.  LA  Meeting  needs 
qualified  person  to  complete  specific  carpentry, 
plumbing  and  electrical  projects.  Market  rates 
paid.  Contact  Peter  Neumann  at  626-337-7264 

or  truckpartsco@aol.com. 

**** 

Quaker  prisoner,  Washington  State,  M.A. 

WORK  COMPLETED,  SEEKS  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 

for  Ph.D.  program.  Send  donation  and/or  bio- 
graphical request  to  Faith  Adams,  412  1/2  N.W. 
42nd,  Seattle  WA.  98107. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request  assis- 
tance from  David  Brown,  a Quaker  Realtor. 

David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate  professional 
to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  selling  a home 
anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 

Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 
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World  Committee  for  Consultation  • Section  of  the  Americas 

Friends' Peace  Witness 
in  a Time  of  Crisis 

A conference  on  Friends' responses  to  the  growing  danger  of gfobai  war  and  terrorism 


January  17-20,  2003 
Guilford  College,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friends  from  ail  traditions  are  encouraged  to  attend  - participants  will  be  drawn  from  yeariy  meeting 
nominations,  young  Friends  (ages  18-30)  and  others  who  would  like  to  be  part  of  this  event. 


The  program  will  include  personal  sharing  on  the  theme,  a look  at  the  roots  of  the  peace  testimony,  consideration  of 
current  Friends  actions  and  thinking  and  preparation  for  the  difficult  witness  ahead.  This  will  be  an  opportunity  for 
Friends  to  engage  with  others  for  networking,  support  and  information  sharing. 


For  more  information  and  registration: 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation  Section  of  the  Americas 
1506  Race  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
FWCCpeace@fwcc.quaker.org 


Available  from 
QuakerBooks 
ofFGC 


121 6 Arch  Street,  2B 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107 

For  a free  2002  catalog 
or  to  order,  call: 

I-800-966-4556 


bookstore@fgcquaker.org 

Now  order 
through  the  web! 

www.quakerbooks.org 


Quaker  Press 

of  Friends  General  Conference 


I I Available  In  November! 

Year  of  Grace:  A Novel 

by  Margaret  Hope  Bacon 

■■UmflCMHMMfl  Quaker  author  Margaret  Hope  Bacon 
brings  us  a poignant  and  courageous 
tale  of  an  elderly,  but  active,  Quaker 
woman  coming  to  terms  with  her  own 
mortality  in  the  final  year  of  her  life. 
The  author  has  created  a truly 
inspirational  character,  Faith  Smedley,  whose  spiritual  life, 
based  on  a strong  Quaker  foundation,  is  reflected  at  the 
culmination  of  her  earthly  life  in  a remarkable  “year  of  grace.” 
QP  ofFGC,  2002, 200  pp.,  paperback  $12.95 

The  Perfect  Holiday  Gift! 

Worship  In  Song: 

A Friends  Hymnal 

Songbook/hymnal  with  music  and 
words  of  over  300  songs  that  reflect  the 
diversity  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends.  Easy  to  use  with  historical 
notes  and  Biblical,  topical,  song  title 
and  first  line  indexes. 

QP  of  FGC,  1 996,  hardcover  (cloth  bound)  $20.00 
softcover  (spiral  bound)  $20.00 
large  print  (spiral  bound)  $25.00 


People  can  speak  for  themselves. 
People  can  help  each  other. 

People  can  change  the  world.  And  they  do. 


The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  2003  wall 
calendar  tells  these  stories  in  pictures.  Pictures  of  our 
friends,  all  over  the  world.  In  plain  black  and  white.  Still 
$12.00  each. 

Order  yours  at  AFSC,  65  Ninth  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103.  Or  write  atrowbridge@afsc.org 
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